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Epsilon Renovations -  
Continuing Saga: Superb Results

Sigma          Phi

by Brendan McCurdy, H’80    ofelixculpa@aol.com

Our makeover began in the summer 
of 2021, when the dining room at 
One Forest Park Lane was renovated 
together with four bedrooms on 
the third floor. Two bedrooms were 
transformed into a Live-In Advisor 
(LIA) suite. That suite needed to be 
expeditiously completed following 
University mandate that, as of fall  
2021, all Greek residences on campus 
must have such an advisor.  
 After more than two years of 
searching and gaining necessary 
clearance, Stephen MacGuffie, 
C’92, Vice President of the Epsilon 
Association and Chairman of the 
Building Committee, lined up Kingsley 
Quality Woodworking when union 
contractors failed to meet the 
necessary credentials. John Kingsley, 
an authentic artisan with that elusive 
talent that such a unique, vintage  
space deserves, did a masterful job. 
Kingsley and his family crew revived  
the splendor of the dining room 
woodwork, restoring the majestic 
character of the space which had 
hosted many a repast as our ‘venue 
of conviviality.’ Kingsley is a woman-
owned company which the Epsilon  
will be using for future renovation 
projects. 
 The actives were purportedly beside 
themselves when they returned to 

campus in the fall and saw the gleaming 
dining room with its revarnished 
quarter-sawn Sapele paneling, repaired 
elaborate millwork and veneer in the 
turret window area, polished metal 
gratings and new matching fireplace 
fascia and sideboard counter-tops. A 
“before & after” video of the dining 
room can be viewed by searching 
YouTube for “Sigma Phi Renovation 
Dining Room.”   
 Renovation of the LIA suite and 
two other bedrooms started shortly 
after work on the dining room. The 
suite - originally designed for house 
staff - featured two bedrooms sharing 
a dedicated bathroom between them. 
For this reason, the suite had become 
one of the most popular choices during 
annual room-picks. Now, as the LIA 

suite, one of the bedrooms became a 
living room / study for the advisor. The 
bathroom has been transformed with 
white subway tiling, new commode, and 
glass shower stall.  
 Just off the foyer on the ground 
floor, the Oliphant Suite provided 
temporary housing for the LIA during 
the renovation work. The Oliphant 
remains available for guest speakers 
brought to campus under the aegis of 
the Tanenbaum Speakers Program and 
for visiting Sigma Phi alumni who reserve 
the suite with the active chapter.  
 These renovations posed some 
inconveniences for our actives. Meeting 
University mandates for the advisor suite 
and putting final touches on the dining 
room project pushed the work into 
the academic semester, whereby work 

by Hans Henkes, C’92     hahenkes@yahoo.com

Last year, the Epsilon of New York commenced a trove of interior renovations throughout the house. The overall project is 
substantial; its scope includes all 25 bedrooms and the dining room! These are the first major renovations of these spaces 
since construction was completed in 1933. Work will be completed in phases during the summer months to minimize 
disruption to the active chapter. It will likely span several years.

(continued on page 15)

The Chairman's report is a regular 
agenda item for the Society's 
Standing and Advisory committee 
meetings. At the S&A meeting held in 
New York City on March 5th this year, 
I started my report by lifting a page 
from Charles Dickens. For Sigma Phi, 
I opined, “it is the best of times and the 
worst of times.” My borrowed Dickens 
theme secured attention from all the 
delegates in the room.
 I believe it’s the best of times 
because the Society has gone  
through a period of intense 
introspection: a painful - and in  
many ways - unwanted analysis 
of who and what we are and 
what it is that makes Sigma Phi…
Sigma Phi. An honest appraisal 
of one's own character is never 
an easy effort. I dare say it’s an 
effort most of us would rather not 
take on. But take it on we did.  
 The beginning of this self-guided 
journey can be traced back to the 
2017 General Convention at the 
Alpha of Virginia. It was there 
that the open and candid debate 
on membership commenced.  It 
continued and came to a boil at the 
2019 Convention at the Alpha of 
Vermont.  The COVID-19 pandemic 
put the lid on the boil through 2020 
but the introspection did not stop. 
It culminated at Cornell, when the 
Epsilon hosted our 2021 General 
Convention. Through formal, final 
Convention action, the question  
of membership - who we are -  
has been settled.
 I would like to make clear that 

“the National", as may be envisioned 
in the minds of many alumni Sigs, 
takes its marching orders from 
the General Convention.  And the 
General Convention, designed to  
give undergraduate brothers a  
greater say than graduate Sigs, has 
in 2017, 2019, and 2021, voted by 
a strong majority that Sigma Phi is 
and should continue to be an all-
male Society.  This point deserves 
underscoring as there appears to 
be a perception that a small coterie 
of aged-out Sigs - the S&A or the 
Executive Committee - has dictated 
our single sex policy. This is just not 
true. As Chairman of this Society,  
I try my best to sail the ship 
knowing that the rudder has been 
set by the General Convention.
 And the worst of times?  
Discovering the falsehoods and 
deceptions played out over years by 
those brothers sworn to the ideals 
of friendship, love and truth.  Some 
alumni and undergraduates are 
adamant in their opposition to this 
set membership course, unwilling to 
reconcile themselves to the will of 
the General Convention.  You know, 
for example, that the undergraduates 
at the University of North Carolina 
disassociated from Sig when their 
alumni board voted to abide to the 
dictates of the 2019 Convention.  
The Alpha of California has wrestled 
mightily with their errant active 
members - just this spring getting 
its house in order.  And the Alpha of 
Michigan has had its active charter 
provisionally suspended by the 

National as the Ann Arbor chapter  
has for years refused to comply 
with the General Convention’s 
will regarding Sigma Phi 
membership eligibility. 
 Tested by trial, the Society 
emerges stronger for the ordeal.  
The chapter reports given by the 
actives at Cornell last October were 
filled to the brim with energy and 
excitement: 17 new brothers swung 
in Virginia, bringing the Alpha’s active 
membership to over 40 students; the 
Epsilon board considering adding a 
wing to the house to accommodate 
the growing membership; Union 
brothers already lining up support 
for our 200th birthday celebration 
in Schenectady. These reports 
provided an at-large expression of 
the good that Sigma Phi bestows on 
these young men and the value they 
recognize in belonging to our Thrice 
Illustrious band.  
 You, too, brother, are part of that 
bestowal. And, as a certain Society 
luminary reminds us: “Among so few, 
the influence of every one is very 
keenly felt.” Please make plans to 
attend the General Convention this 
fall at the University of Virginia, Oct. 
13-16.  Discover again why Sigma 
Phi continues to matter: 1) to you; 
2) to the undergraduate men of this 
Society; and 3) to those ancient and 
wise benefactors who set a course  
of posterity and promise for the 
Thrice Illustrious Sigma Phi all the 
way back in the year 1827.

Esto Perpetua!

Message from the Chairman

Epsilon dining room:  splendor in Sapelle wood!



Active Brother Bednas in 1963 (L); Alumnus Bednas in 2014 (R)
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entertain the table with a hastily-
choreographed skit as directed by the 
Head of the Table.
 Football Saturdays were “open house” 
meet & greets with alumni accompanied 
by a buffet style brunch available before 
the games. After the game, the house 
was still open to alumni visits but on 
a less organized, more casual basis. 
Actually, the House was open to alums 
anytime: 24/7.  When they spotted an 
unfamiliar party coming in the front door, 
actives and pledges were expected to 
immediately greet and offer assistance 
and hospitality. At Sigma Phi, social  
graces prevailed!
 We had many other social activities 
and distractions, at times behaving like 
rogues, scoundrels and thieves!  But I 
look back at those daily gatherings for 
dinner at that horseshoe-shaped table 
as being instrumental in precipitating the 
communications and bonding we created 
and shared with one another.
 That was then: the early 1960s. Sixty 

years have passed.  The 
Red House on The Hill 
was sold; 907 Lincoln was 
built; and I became an 
inactive uninvolved alum, 
occasionally attending a 
March 4th Banquet or a 

Swing. Then, in 2013, realizing how much 
Sigma Phi had meant to me, I decided 
that I should pay something back. I went 
to a March 4th in Ann Arbor. I wrote an 
essay for local Sig publication; fixed a 
stained glass window; placed a plaque; 
and got involved in some of the updates 
and repairs needed at the 50-year-old 
“new” Alpha of Michigan plant before 
hosting the 2014 Convention. I met lots 
of new and some older Brothers.  It was 
good to reconnect.
 In mid-2013, I became a bi-coastal, 
owning homes in both Michigan 
and California. While in California, I 
was invited to the 2014 March 4th 
celebration at Berkeley. I was totally 
blown away. Dinner was at the House 
- brothers only - so a conclave was 
included as well.  In some notes I 
wrote  “…friendship, love and truth, and 
considerable hilarity and mirth….the 
Brothers were properly sanctimonious and 
rowdy at the same time, ensuring a rollicking 
good time. Many traditions here are the 
same as at Michigan – others were enacted 
a bit differently. Wow! Just like old times 50 
years past at 426 North Ingalls…”
 That night, the satellites of Sigma Phi 
revolved in their accustomed orbits. And, 
in this brother’s view – ‘lo these many 
years later - they revolve still.

But it wasn’t just living together in an 
impressive red brick colonial mansion 
overlooking the Huron River Valley that 
was instrumental. There were inherent 
but unwritten Rules of Civility to follow.  
Traditions to be upheld. Songs to be 
sung. Hilarity and mirth. And spooky 
business to be enjoyed.
 Monday through Friday, we dressed 
- coat and tie - for dinner.  Although 
said coats and ties often ranged from 
sartorially splendid pairings to crude 
assemblies, they nevertheless satisfied 
the dress requirement. Seniors rotated 
at the head of the table and took weekly 
turns being in command of the head. 
Songs that Sigs sing when Sigs sing Sig 
songs (try saying that mouthful six times in 
a row at speed!) were sung often before, 

during and after the meal. 
Any “improper” table 
manners were promptly 
addressed by having the 
guilty party or parties 

by Bob Bednas, M’60     bobbednas@gmail.com  
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As I enter my ninth decade on this planet, I often recall how my “active” years at the Alpha of Michigan probably  
represented one of the most significantly defining periods of my personal development.  There were the scholastic 
challenges of the University, of course.  Moreover, the three year period living together with a loosely knit, culturally  
diverse band of 20 +/- brothers engaged in diverse social, cultural and intellectual pursuits at 426 North Ingalls was  
just the ticket for this parochial, crew-cut kid to be exposed to and educated in the wonders of the world.

A Brother’s Cosmic Reflections: 
“The Satellites Revolve”

the City’s underworld, we all felt less 
guilty for sneaking in an extra bottle of 
wine to the banquet as a precautionary 
measure… 
 And as much as newsletters, Zoom 
meetings, email chains and websites 
can help facilitate communications 
among the brotherhood, there is 
nothing like an old fashioned gathering 
to renew the bonds of friendship.  I 
think I hear an opening chorus of 
‘Steam’ **… 
 Don’t miss these dinners, gentlemen 
of Sigma Phi, wherever they are held.  
Weeks, months and years go by too 
quickly and there is always time for 
your brothers.

** the Epsilon’s high energy ‘house song’

I was on hand along with a number of 
my fellow New York area Epsilon Sigs to 
enjoy a cocktail and steak dinner after a 
twenty-four month break in our social 
calendar. 
 Our speaker for the evening was 
Dan Alonso, C’84, a career prosecutor 
and the former Chief Assistant District 
Attorney for Manhattan. Poised and 
well spoken, Dan rose to regale us with 
stories from his time with the less savory 
elements in Manhattan. 
 In a series of highly amusing 
vignettes, Alonso, a former federal and 
state prosecutor, told the gathering 
about his work prosecuting “the Wolf of 
Wall Street”, criminal stockbroker Jordan 
Belfort.  The high profile prosecution 
was successful, and Belfort was 
sentenced to four years in prison. Much 
later, Dan was asked to be a technical 
consultant when Martin Scorsese’s 
movie was made.  Later still, Dan took 
part with Belfort in a panel discussion 
at the 92nd Street Y where he had to 
inject some facts into the discussion to 
balance the ex con’s claims!   
 Oh, and there was the time some 
dirty cops contemplated assassinating 
Dan because they didn’t like that he 
was bearing down on them relentlessly 
for perjury.  (Fortunately, they didn’t 
proceed with the plan as that would 
have ruined our March 4 program…) 
 He also talked about the Manhattan 
D.A.’s investigation of the Trump 
Organization which was both timely and 
of great interest to all.  After listening 
to Dan’s tales of sordid behavior from 

by James Blanco, C’94     jamespaulblanco@gmail.com

March 4 In Manhattan

On Saturday, March 5th, about 30 brothers and guests gathered above Rockefeller 
Center in New York City in good cheer to celebrate 195 years of friendship, love 
and truth. The stately 3 West Club offered clear views of midtown Manhattan 
from its balcony and a welcoming bar to nourish the spirits of our Sig brothers 
who have only recently emerged from COVID-related social distancing.

COVID-19's main social symptom 
is the pent-up demand for the 
simple pleasure of personal, analog 
engagement with other humans. 
 A good case study for this 
observation was the Alpha of 
California's recent March 4th 
Banquet, held at the Sigma Phi 
Place, Berkeley on Saturday,  
March 5th. This is the first such 
gathering at 2307 Piedmont 
Avenue in two years and the  
first for current actives and  
recent alumni. 
 The turnout that Saturday 
was impressive, and the Sig spirit 
was strong. The booming pitch 
of fulsome conversations and 
laughter resonated throughout 
our house. This year's March 4th 
was a mixed event that added to 
the conviviality as 95 spouses, 
significant others, girlfriends, 
friends, and family mingled with 
a hybrid sense of happiness and 
relief that at least some things are 
getting back to normal! 
 Another important takeaway?  
As I made my way back home to 
Vallejo that night, I enjoyed the 
distinct, confident feeling confident 
that the Alpha of California is 
in good, enthusiastic hands and 
that – together - we will weather 
any storms via our core values 
of Friendship, Love and Truth.

Berkeley Banquet: 
Distinct Pleasure
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by Ross Blaufarb, I’80           
rossblaufarb@gmail.com

Manhattan 
banquet-goers  
on 3/5; Dan 
Alonso, C’84,  
holds forth
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guest speaker that you would cover 
lodging and travel – and if you choose 
to offer a gratuity, stipulate that as 
well. Once they have responded to you 
(hopefully saying ‘yes’!), ask them to send 
you their receipts for travel expenses, as 
it is best to leave it to them to book a 
flight or train. You, however, can pick the 
hotel and book them a room. One night 
is all they need. Make sure to save all 
receipts so that SPEF can reimburse you 
if your event qualifies. 
 While you are planning their lodging 
and keeping tabs on their travel receipts, 
you must also be securing a venue. At 
UVA, some rooms are free and some 
must be rented. For Dr. Bradley, I emailed 
a student group that controls notorious 
“Jefferson Hall” and asked if Sigma Phi 
could rent the room out on November 
30th from 6-8 pm. They agreed, and I 
delivered the payment to them.  (Keep 
track of these receipts, too.)  
 At this point, all the pieces were in 
place, and what remained was execution. 
On the night of the lecture, we visited the 
venue ahead of time to set up the chairs 
and the speaker’s podium, which your 
venue will likely provide. 
 Dr. Bradley needed transportation 
from the airport to his hotel, as almost all 
guest speakers will. I picked him up at the 
airport, brought him to the hotel, checked 
him in under the reservation that I had 
made, and picked him up again when 

it was time for his guest lecture. Once 
the lecture was over, the real fun began 
as we took Dr. Bradley out to a favorite 
UVA bar and talked about his speech 
over some drinks. The Virginia actives 
held court with Dr. Bradley for about 4 
hours that night, laughing and talking 
with our guest speaker – all expenses 
on us, of course. Hanging out with your 
guest speaker after his/her presentation 
will turn that party into a friend of the 
chapter. The next morning, I picked our 
speaker up at his hotel and brought him 
back to the airport. (These chauffer trips 
represent a great way to involve other 
brothers and get many in your chapter to 
interact with the speaker.) As we parted 
ways, Dr. Bradley thanked me for the 
great time he had with Sigma Phi and 
looked forward to visiting with us again. 
 Before making any moves on a 
guest speaker proposal, reach out to 
Sigma Phi Educational Foundation. 
Its President, Jack Romaine L’90 (jack.
romaine@element-id.com) has been my 
very helpful point of contact. Once you 
have assurance of SPEF’s support and 
the guest speaker’s promise to come, 
you can begin advertising by posting 
flyers around campus, sharing the flyer 
over email with professors you know, 
and most importantly, spreading word 
of your event through the Greek life 
channels at your University. At UVA, I 
shared our flyer with the other IFC and 

For an inaugural speaker, we invited Dr. 
Anthony Bradley of The King’s College in 
NYC. Through social media, I had found 
out that he was writing a book on the 
state of fraternity life in America and 
how our organizations can realize their 
positive potential. With these topics 
on his mind, I judged that he was the 
perfect individual to kick-off our guest 
speaker series and deliver a message with 
impact. With the support of my brothers, 
I invited him over email to visit the 
UVA grounds on November 30, 2021, 
for a guest lecture and dinner with the 
brothers. Thanks to the support of Sigma 
Phi Educational Foundation (SPEF), I was 
confident that we would be supported 
financially in the endeavor, and we were. 
Via SPEF, any Sig chapter can do what we 
are doing at UVA….and should! For my 
fellow undergrad brothers interested in 
starting this up at your own chapter, here 
is a sketch of how to pull it off: 
 First, decide on a worthwhile topic, 
connected to the mission of our Society. 
Dr. Bradley, for instance, spoke on how 
fraternities can cultivate “heroic” rather 
than “toxic” masculinity. A topic will 
enable you to then choose a speaker. 
Second, send an email to the speaker 
you would like to host, indicating your 
chapter, your University, a possible topic, 
and a handful of possible dates – and 
send this invitation at least a month 
before you wish to host. Ensure your 

by Nick Fischer, S’20     naf8uyr@virginia.edu 

“Heroic Masculinity” at Virginia

 
 

What place do fraternities have on campus these days? Do they add any value or are they just socializing houses and sources of 
liability and trouble? Why should they still exist?

In answer to those questions, Sigma Phi responds:  “Lead or die.”

by Jack Romaine, L’90     jack.romaine@element-id.com

its Campus Speaker Series (CSS). We've 
inaugurated CSS at the Alpha of Virginia 
with great success.  (You’ll enjoy reading 
the story by HoH Nick Fischer, S’21, 
elsewhere in this issue of the Flame.)  
The chapter is enjoying recognition from 
the administration, faculty and other 
students at UVA already - and we are  
just getting started! 
 CSS will bring well-recognized 
speakers to campus with an open 
invitation for all to attend. Each event 
involves partnering with host institutions 
or being completely organized by Sigma 
Phi. Actives will drive the event, both 
organizing and planning. Wherever 
possible, it will be promoted throughout 
the campus and even the local 
community. As we build on our successes, 
our hope is that we can afford better and 
better speakers and draw larger crowds. 
An added wrinkle? Speakers can be 
invited back to private receptions at our 
chapter houses where actives, alumni, 
and select administration/faculty can 
interact and enjoy in a setting outside  
the lecture hall. 
 There's a lot of work to be done and 
the Educational Foundation is learning as 
we go. We've put together guidelines and 
processes for the actives to use in getting 
started. We still need a how-to manual to 

make it easier for actives to work with host  
colleges to choose and book speakers.  
 We definitely need funding to support 
the initiative as it grows to involve more 
prominent speakers who will command 
bigger fees. It will not be easy, but I assure 
you it will be worth it. I am very excited 
about what we can all accomplish together. 
If you have interest in supporting this 
program, please contact SPEF and/or 
donate at https://sigma-phi-educational-
foundation.revv.co/spefdonate 
 As we approach 200 years, Sigma Phi 
needs to remain relevant and once again 
demonstrate our worth to the outside 
world. I think our Campus Speaker  
Series will do just that.

More concretely, the Society plans 
something highly visible with the 
potential to benefit all students on 
campus and strengthen ties with the 
universities that host us. What if, in 
creating this event, we could also teach 
planning and organizational skills our 
actives can use throughout their lives? 
What if the event itself taught important 
lessons or was educational and thought-
provoking? Wouldn’t it be excellent if 
we could increase the frequency and 
numbers of alumni returning to campus 
to take part in these events and interact 
with our actives? 

Such an initiative seems like a win for 
Sigma Phi as an organization, for our 
actives as a cadre of developing young 
men, for other students on campus, and 
for host universities. 
 The Sigma Phi Educational Foundation 
is working hard to do all of this through 

  

Campus Speaker Series: 
Enhancing the Undergraduate  
Experience & Building a Stronger Sigma Phi

This year at the Alpha of Virginia, we have explored new ways of engaging the Sig tradition 
of self-improvement. Our new Campus Speaker Series has become a cornerstone of this 
project, gathering the brothers to hear inspiring words from wise guest lecturers once or 
twice each semester. Through these events, we are demonstrating to the community and 
to ourselves that Sig brothers not only revel together, but also learn and think together. 
For this, we have earned praise from noted UVA Professors, the President of the University 
of Virginia, and other Greek chapters who notice what we are doing. Just yesterday, a party 
guest from another fraternity on grounds told me how inspired he was by Sigma Phi’s guest 
speaker series at UVA. As always, Sigma Phi chooses to lead. 

Dr. Anthony Bradley lecturing on 
“Heroic Masculinity” to the Alpha of 
VA and UVA community members. 

November 30, 2021

(continued on page 8)

What if all the positive attention  

and improved reputation raised the  

Society’s profile on campus and  

made it easier to recruit more fine  

young gentlemen? 

Can You Help  
our Webmaster?
The Society's webmaster could use 
some help deploying and supporting 
Wiki technology on the Society’s 
new website. If you have technical 
wiki experience and can volunteer 
some time, please let us know 
you're interested in offering an assist 
"raising your hand" with an email to 
sigmaphihq@gmail.com.

????????????????
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In a time of social distancing, social fraternities at Union were anything but spared. As brothers, we experienced firsthand the 
difficulties caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. The most striking effect was seen in our U’20 class; it was the smallest in years, 
with only 7 brothers. 

by Will Cyr, U’19      
cyrw@union.edu  

James Brouder, U’20   
brouderj@union.edu 

that is as unrelenting as ever, our 
brothers have demonstrated once  
again that Sigma Phi’s flame burns  
strong and resilient. 
 We ushered in a new generation of 
19 Sig brothers in our U’21 class this 
past fall.  It was the largest group on 
campus. Not only are the members of 
the U’21 group outstanding in measures 
of character quality, but they seem true 
embodiments of all that the Society 
stands for. Most of our new members 
hold leadership positions on campus. 
They understand and share the virtues 
of friendship, love, and truth - values 
we have confidently fostered as an 
organization for almost 200 years. 
 While the process of properly 
pledging a class is demanding of any 
chapter, it’s the only guarantee of 
continuity.  As we pledged our new  

men, the U’19s and U’20s took repeated 
pains to share Sig knowledge, history 
and practice.  Due to that pledging rigor, 
and to continuing support from our 
generous, participative alumni, we have 
guarded our traditions and acquired life 
knowledge that was previously feared 
to be lost. We have risen like a phoenix 
from chaos before us, with members 
more resilient and committed than ever. 
Our post-initiation Tunk dinner held with 
the newly-swung Sigs in November was 
a rousing tribute to vitality of the Alpha’s 
brotherhood.  
 At Union, we’re not resting on our 
laurels. We plan to continue actively 
making improvements to and for our 
beloved Society and will seek any 
opportunity to grow and learn from  
our experiences.

In the bubble caused by the virus, 
a less evident but equally pressing 
challenge was maintaining our traditions 
and the things which shape us into 
Sigs: our knowledge of chapter and 
national history, our mutual respect 
for one another, and our dedication 
to representing ourselves in the best 
ways. Because of COVID, many of our 
in-person traditions were put at risk, 
and it became of paramount importance 
to maintain the values that our Society 
was founded on. It was not always easy, 
but - contemplating our beloved Tiffany 
glass above the fireplace at 10 Union 
Avenue - it was important to try to see 
ourselves like predecessor Sigs who had 
worked hard to keep the flame alive in 
other challenging times.  
 The good news? Facing both a global 
pandemic and anti-fraternal sentiment 

Schenectady 
Update I am excited to write on behalf of the 

active chapter at the University of 
Vermont. My name is Zachary Regan, 
V’21, and I am a senior at the University 
of Vermont. The house is almost back at 
full capacity post-COVID-19 with ten 
out of our eleven rooms filled. The Alpha 
currently has twenty-eight brothers with 
a class of six pledges. We have both a fall 
and a spring rush, taking a class of five in 
the fall, and instructing a pledge group of 
six as I write this.  

by Zac Regan, V’21    zacharyregan25@gmail.com

The View from 420 College Street

Sigma Phi  flame

 Following our rocky ride with 
COVID-19, I can say that the flame of the 
Sigma Phi Society in Burlington is growing 
strong once again. In an effort to stem 
the spread of germs, UVM implemented 
mass mask mandates. Unsurprisingly, those 
mandates hindered growth throughout 
the Greek community, both socially and 
philanthropically. Fast forward to the spring 
of 2022, we've rebounded and now give 
back to charities like Rallython (supporting 
children at UVM Hospital), The Pinky 
Swear Foundation (advocacy group for 
children/parents with cancer), and  
many others. 
 Although I have not been here long, 
seeing the transition the Brotherhood 
has made to uphold traditions and bring 
a newfound sense of purpose back to the 
Home on the Hill has this brother's hopes 
for the future high. Our wooden pillars on 
the front porch are currently in the process 
of being restored and will have been 
painted by the time this issue of the Flame 
goes to press. 

NPHC Presidents, yielding significant 
turnout from fellow fraternity men on 
grounds. One attendee was a famous 
UVA Professor who live-tweeted the 
lecture, garnering huge social media 
attention for us and showing thousands 
of people what Sigma Phi is doing to 
inspire and improve both the brothers 

and the campus community. When 
your event is over, compile information 
and supporting event receipts and 
send them over to SPEF so that your 
expenses are reimbursed. 
 The night after Dr. Bradley’s 
speech, the actives elected our pledge 
educators for Spring 2022. The 
themes of his lecture on crafting heroic 
masculinity permeated our deliberations, 

our subsequent pledge process, and will 
hopefully permeate our brotherhood for 
years to come. At the Virginia chapter, 
we have arranged two more speaker 
events since, and look forward to building 
this tradition in the coming years. We 
invite our sister chapters to join us in the 
project, and perhaps make this a vital 
component of the undergraduate Sigma 
Phi experience. SPEF stands at the ready!

(continued from page 7)

Schenectady 2021 Initiation: Always a well-dressed event!

Pillar renovation,  
even in the dead of winter.

 We are currently planning on our 
first formal in three years, and receiving 
help from the graduate body in the 
process. Our alumni have been helping 
out with setting up for different social 
and philanthropic events. We are excited 
to bring back the important outreach 
traditions that COVID effectively put 
on hold.  We are more excited still that 
the alumni are helping us to instill strong 
Sigly values within the active body. 
 As we continue the semester, I can 
say with certainty that the brotherhood 
is ‘on the up’ once more. We are 
rebounding from the toll that COVID-19 
has taken on us all over the past 18 
months. In-person classes are back, and 
philanthropy efforts are on the rise. We 
are motivated as we prepare to finish out 
the 2021-22 school year. The Society’s 
three value pillars - Friendship, Love & 
Truth - ring loud through the illustrious 
home on the hill and will continue to  
ring even louder in the weeks and 
months ahead.              

The spirit of the Alpha of Pennsylvania 
was alive and well last fall when 32 
Sigs gathered on campus for the 
annual Lehigh v. Lafayette football 
game, known as “The Rivalry.”  (At 
156 football contests over the years, it 
is most played college football rivalry 
in the nation). On an unusually warm, 
sunny November 20, 2021, Lehigh 
Sigs initiated between 1983 and 
1990 wandered into Bethlehem, 
PA, joined by spouses, children, and 

friends. What started 
as a simple tailgate to 
celebrate my daughter’s 
senior year at Lehigh, 
evolved into a group 
of +/- 100 enjoying 
camaraderie, old stories and new beer 
games. It was great to see so many 
old friends, several of whom I had not 
seen since leaving campus almost 35 
years ago (yikes!). The revelry went well 
into the evening when wandering birds 

Lehigh Lafayette Gathering
by Greg Sawka, L’84    gregs@bancroftusa.com

disbursed, promising to see each other 
again soon. While our physical presence 
as a chapter is currently on hiatus at 
Lehigh, the Spirit of Sigma Phi soared 
that afternoon. Esto Perpetua.
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Well, I'll try.

Let's start with a reflection or two 
on ‘brotherhood.’  If a man lives 
long enough - and I have - he may 
experience several different kinds of 
brotherhood. 
 First there's my real, honest-to-
God blood brother. I have a brother 
who’s seven years younger than I.  As 
youngsters, we had little in common: he 
was only 12 years old when I became a 
Sig. Fast forward to today.…my brother 
is one of my closest friends and a very 
important part of my life. 
 The next kind of brotherhood I'll 
explain stems from my first career: 24 
years as a United States Naval Aviator. 
Ask anyone who's been there, and 
they'll probably tell you the bonds they 
create and share with their military 
comrades are both remarkably strong 
and extremely durable, especially for 
aviators. 
 Fifty years ago, I served for four 
years as the Maritime Air Advisor to 
the Turkish Navy. Today, the Turkish 
Naval aviators with whom I flew are my 
brothers. During the Bosnian conflict 
of the early 1990s one of them, at 

my request, located two Bosnian 
teenagers who had found refuge in 
Turkey, arranged their transport to 
Ankara and kept them safe until  
I could get to Turkey and escort  
them to Virginia. 
 Those two refugees became the 
seeds of 99 high school age Bosnian 
refugees.  During the next two 
years, they were rescued, brought 
to America, placed with families, 
and mainstreamed into high schools 
throughout the northeastern United 
States. At the time I was flying for 
Continental Airlines, which provided 
refugees with free airfare from 
Europe to their new homes. In this 
brotherhood example, military flying 
overlapped into my second career of 
commercial aviation. 
 The brotherhood of Sigma Phi 
must necessarily share some aspects 
of other types of brotherhood, but I 
see it as uniquely different. We pledge 
and initiate at a time in our lives when 
we are barely legal adults. (In my time, 
21 was the legal age.) It is a period 
when we are young, enthusiastic and 
open to new ideas and experiences. 
For most youngsters, it may be a 

by Bill Poarch, S’54     whpoarch@gmail.com

while before we fully appreciate 
what it means to become a part of an 
almost 200-year-old brotherhood that 
stretches far beyond the bounds of a 
chapter house or campus. 
 In later years, I was to find one of 
my Virginia Sigs at the Officers Club in 
Port Lyautey, Morocco. Several years 
later, another turned up in Ankara 
and, later still, the Brother who'd been 
in Turkey re-appeared in Tokyo. 
 At this point you might well 
wonder: "How did this Brother who 
had a far less than stellar academic 
record at U. Va., who majored in 
psychology, end up flying airplanes for 
a 43-year career?" It had a lot to do 
with Sigma Phi.  More specifically, the 
genesis came from an S'54 classmate 
with his own airplane. My very first 
flight was with Ralph Miller, S'54, in 
his circa-1944 Stinson Station Wagon 
single engine aircraft. Once you catch 
the flying bug, that's it! We both went 
on to fly for the Navy. 
 In later years, Ralph once 
called with a request that I fly him 
in his airplane from Norfolk to 
Charlottesville. When I asked why he 
couldn't fly himself, he explained that 

his arm was broken so I'd be doing him 
a favor. How's that for an example of a 
triple bond of brotherhood: Sigma Phi; 
military; and civilian flying? 
 Throughout my working life, I had 
sporadic contact with my Virginia 
Sig contemporaries. It wasn't until 
after retirement that my involvement 
expanded and I began to attend national 
conventions and March 4 celebrations. 
Cal Howard, S'53, gets the bulk of the 
credit for my expansion into the realm of 
Sigma Phi beyond the Alpha of Virginia. 
Through Cal and John Connelly, S'54, I 
found that a group of Virginia Sigs who 
resided in Florida was having a March 
4 dinner near Jupiter. My wife, Liz, and 
I made the trip from Virginia and the 
Calhoun charisma worked its charm! Cal 
and his wife, Dot, had saved places for 
us at their table and that evening marked 
the renewal - a beginning for Liz - of the 
bonds of Friendship, Love and Truth  
that have persisted beyond Cal's death 
in 2008. 
 At this point, it is impossible for me 
to move on without further tribute to 
Calhoun Ludlow Harper Howard, S'53. 
Cal was a founding member and leader  
of the Alpha of Virginia when it was born 
of the Serpentine Club of 163 Rugby 
Road in 1953. 
 Amongst the early Virginia Sigs, there 
existed a cast of "characters" about 
whom F. Scott Fitzgerald or Noel Coward 
might have written a play, a novel or at 
least a short story. Cal would have been 

a lead character in any such literary 
masterpiece. True to his Hibernian genes, 
Cal was a world class teller of tales, some 
taller than others. Any visit with the 
Howard family left us looking forward to 
the next. In my memory, Cal will always 
be a Brother whose company brought 
great pleasure. He was an outstanding 
Sig who rushed, pledged and initiated 
me 68 years ago, for which I’ll always be 
grateful. Many will remember that Cal 
was a long-serving member and chair of 
the S&A Committee and as a founder 
of the Educational Foundation. For 
others, Cal Howard, Ph.D. was a highly 
successful industrial scientist. 
 Other than gifts of longevity 
and loyalty, I've made no significant 
contribution to our Brotherhood. I have 
served on the Alumni Board of the Alpha 
of Virginia for several years and am 
proud to report that, as I write, eighteen 
trembling neophytes are being inducted 
into our Brotherhood in Charlottesville. 
We have a truly outstanding group of 
active who are leaders on the Grounds  
of Mister Jefferson's University and  
who are busy planning to host the  
2022 convention in October. I plan  
to see you there. 
 While you're in Charlottesville, I hope 
you get to meet George Snyder, S'78, 
president of our Alumni Board and the 
driving force behind the rejuvenation of 
the Alpha of Virginia. George has worked 
tirelessly to help rescue the chapter from 
the brink of extinction a few years ago 
and, at the same time, rescue our physical 
plant from the ravages of age and abuse. 
 Speaking of age, the other day I found 
myself humming an old familiar tune: 
one written by Irving Berlin 10 years 
before I was born. It’s been sung by 
almost every well-known recording 

“Always”
Belonging to Sigma Phi: 

My cell phone rang, and this time it wasn't a robo call! The caller ID indicated Michael Imirie, M’69, so the call had to be 
about Sigma Phi.  It was.  In his role as editor of our magazine, Mike wondered if I could contribute to the Flame. It being 
the 88th year of my existence on this planet, and nearly 69 years of Sigly existence, Mike suggested that I opine about 
long term loyalty to the bonds of Friendship, Love, and Truth. Could I? 

artist for decades. (My favorite version 
is Patsy Cline’s.) The tune "Always" was 
written by Berlin for his wife-to-be. My 
wife, Liz, suggested that when Berlin’s 
lyrics are taken out of the original context, 
they might well portray the feelings of 
many Sigs regarding long term loyalty to 
the Society.

"I'll be loving you, always 
With a love that's true, always 

When the things you plan 
Need a helping hand 

I will understand, always, always

Days may not be fair, always 
That's when I'll be there. always 

Not for just an hour 
Not for just a day 

Not for just a year, but, always"   

Can you see how the lyrics of this almost 
one-hundred-year-old song might apply 
to the kind of brotherly love shared 
by our almost 200 year old society of 
Friendship, Love, and Truth? I resonate 
in particular to the third, fourth, and fifth 
lines of the first stanza. 
 When your chapter needs a helping 
hand, look to your alumni. Beyond just 
the tangibles, like funds for rush/dues, 
seek out sound advice based on their life 
experiences.  (Maybe even some sweat 
equity, if your house needs it.) Under 
George Snyder's leadership at Virginia, 
the alumni have played a large part in 
preserving the habitability of 163 Rugby 
Road. We hope you will come see for 
yourself this October.

Esto Perpetua (Always) and Best Sig Love.
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and photographic coverage of mostly 
high school sports, he coined a phrase 
that was posted on the walls of the 
newsroom: “unless you sweat and keep 
score, it’s not sports.” 
 His talented writing was fueled by a 
certain ‘old school’ style: two fingers at 
a time on the Selectric keyboard! But 
it was the retirement of the News’ long 
time marine writer that led to Jack’s 
lasting journalistic achievement. My 
brother stepped in and thrived as the 
well-respected, incisive and occasionally 
irreverent columnist of ‘The Marine 
Beat.’ His column was widely read 
throughout the Great Lakes maritime 
industry.  He also authored other mostly 
human interest columns that, along with 
‘Marine Beat’, collectively earned seven 
Associated Press awards for excellence.  
 Although JK and I leaned in different 
directions when it came to electoral 
politics, he cheered on my modest 
success. Part of that was nourished by 
brotherhood, both familial and fraternal. 
Another factor? Our shared love of the 
University of Michigan and its Wolverine 
teams, especially football. 
 At his passing, memories flooded 
back to me of trips to the Rose Bowl, the 
Orange Bowl, and joining him in New 
York City, of all places, to witness the 
great sail-in of 1976. As this was prior to 
his 1979 joining the newspaper and the 

start of his marine column, I should have 
seen then that love of ships would draw 
him forever to the waterfront.  
 There is little doubt that Sigma Phi 
and I would not have come together 
without the path forged by Jack. He did 
not lobby me to seek out Sigma Phi.  
As I recall these decades later, it was 
more my curiosity to see what lured him 
to pledge the Society as a freshman. 
He neither urged me nor discouraged 
me from doing so. His effective 
encouragement was unspoken; it was 
clear to me that Jack made excellent, 
lasting friends as a member of Sigma 
Phi. It is another reinforcement of how 
important it is to get legacies interested 
in pledging our ancient Society. 
 One treasured Sig song that we didn’t 
learn during the pledge year at the Alpha 
of Michigan, but which I learned at other 
chapters and which I really like, is “Never 
forget the Brother.”  (Signet, pp 42) 
 I will never forget the Kingfish. 
Indeed, each day there is a moment 
when I recall some word or comment, 
some trip or event we shared together…
or just his look of repose when I had  
the great privilege of witnessing his  
last breath. 
 As I write this, that song comes to me 
again: Never forget the Brother. 

I won’t.

As a Sig undergrad, Jack quickly 
earned the nickname “Kingfish.” It was 
completely unsurprising that, upon 
becoming a Sig, I - Jack’s little brother - 
would naturally become ‘the Minnow.’ 
 Although the Kingfish had graduated 
by the time I enrolled at Michigan, his 
legacy and reputation lingered through 
the four years I was privileged to be 
a brother in residence at 907 Lincoln 
in Ann Arbor. Older Sigs who were 
actives with him told me that he was a 
perpetual student, loving to tackle new 
subjects just for the love of learning.  
It is a trait I witnessed repeatedly. In 
subjects as diverse as photography and 
repairing outboard motors to building 
a series of wooden boats from scratch, 
”JK” - as I addressed him – perpetually 
sought to understand new and different 
subject areas.  In all undertakings, my 
brother didn’t quit until he produced a 
solid result. 
 His work life was as diverse as his 
after-hours interests. He was a public 
health educator in Saginaw, MI, before 
opening an outdoor sporting goods 
store in that same city. At the closing 
of the retail store, Jack embarked on a 
new career: one which would fill him 
until retirement. He became the sports 
writer for a small daily newspaper in 
Michigan’s Eastern Upper Peninsula, the 
Sault Evening News. During his writing 

by Jim Storey, M’69     jmstore@yahoo.com

My older brother, Jack, passed into eternity this year on a truly poetic date: 
March 4, 2022.

Jack “Kingfish” Storey, M’65:  
Reflecting on My Brother

These days, eBay is the world’s best known online seller.  It sells trash.  It sell trinkets.  And to many, eBay sells treasures.

ten links remind me of the song I  
learned as a pledge: ‘Here's to Union, 
Virginia and Hamilton; to Hobart, 
Cornell and Lehigh; Vermont, Wisconsin, 
Michigan and California, the homes of 
our dear Sigma Phi.’ Please note that 
each of those ten links is in the shape 
of a triangle. I have to believe that the 
triangle shape is no accident. Instead,  
I see it symbolizing Friendship, Love  
and Truth.” 
 If anyone has further insights or 
information about this one-of-a-kind 
mystery artifact, please email Doug 
(dougkari@yahoo.com) and me.  Until 
then, it will be continue to be put to 
good, occasional use celebrating the 
Thrice Illustrious.  At this year’s  
March 4 event in Berkley, Doug’s  
wife, Jane, was seen wearing it very 
proudly, indeed.

(Postscript: Crumpton, MD, is only 69.2 
miles East of Upper Marlboro, MD, home  
of the founding Bowie Brothers. Do you 
think there’s any chance that this artifact 
was once purchased by one of the  
Society’s founders for a lady love? 
Hmmmm…..)

In April of 2019, Doug Kari, I’75, 
purchased himself an authentic eBay 
treasure.  Another California Sig 
noticed a unique and Sig-influenced 
bracelet on sale on eBay and posted 
the advertisement to the chapter’s 
email distribution medium, Signet.  
Doug read about the bracelet and 
promptly bid on and bought it.  
 The bracelet appears old (photo), 
but there was no information in the 
eBay listing about provenance. There is 
a notation on the back of the bracelet 
which says ‘sterling,’ so at least we 
know its base metal. The eBay seller 
advised Doug that he bought it at an 
auction in Crumpton, Maryland. 
 Doug’s description is excellent:  
“The bracelet consists of a bezel 
showing the Greek letters Sigma and 
Phi, plus ten additional links. Those  

Kari’s Bracelet:  
Beauty Meets Sig Meaning

by Mike Imirie, M’69      mimirie@aol.com

Historians and Editors - We Need Your Help!

The Society is embarking on updating  
and publishing a new edition of the 
Catalogue. One part of this effort regards 
the historical sketches. The S&A Committee 
is commissioning each chapter to bring 
its historical sketch current since the last 
edition of each sketch is 1977 at the latest 
and possibly much earlier. Alas, our North 
Carolina chapter needs its inaugural  
sketch written since that chapter was 
founded after the last Catalogue edition! 

 We're looking for at least one volunteer 
from each chapter to be your chapter's Editor 
in Chief for an updated sketch. The S&A’s 
Sketch Update Committee Chairman will 
assist each chapter's Editor In Chief with 
soliciting any or all brothers from your chapter 
to contribute to the update effort via the 
wonders of modern WWW technology. 
 To  volunteer email sigmaphihq@gmail.com  
with your interest and we'll provide more 
details before you have to fully commit.
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After a false start, the Viele scholarship application is now online.  Undergrad-
uates and Sigs attending grad school can access the new application on the 
Sigma Phi website www.sigmaphi.org/scholarships.  

by Marshall Solem, F’79    marshall.solem@zsassociates.com

The Viele Trustees and Selection 
Committee have been discussing 
putting the application online for 
some time and had embarked on 
the path to develop a custom online 
version of the application with a 
contract web developer a couple 
years ago.  That initiative didn’t pan 
out due to some personal matters 
that caused the contractor to resign 
from the development effort.   
 With the move to the Society’s 
new website platform, led by 
Kurt Haigis, V’73, the Selection 
Committee shifted its focus to 
find a commercially available web 
app that could accommodate the 
requirements of the Viele application.  
Working with Pete Parker, our partner 
from Fraternity Management Group 
(that handles Society’s administrative 
functions), Kurt and Pete identified 
SmarterSelect as the leading web 
app for the job. SmarterSelect is a 
cost-effective, secure platform used 
by many other scholarship programs 
to administer their application 
processes.  After some demos and a 
trial run, the Committee decided to 
move forward.  
 The app allows the selection 
committee to ask applicants many 
different types of questions and 
allows applicants to upload various 
documents, e.g., transcripts, essays, 
etc.  Members of the selection 

committee can see all aspects of each 
application, including any uploaded 
materials, in one continuous flow, 
rather than having to sort through 
several different paper documents 
related to each application. Selection 
Committee members can also score 
and record written comments on 
each section of an application for 
reference when the committee meets 
to make final decisions.   
 In addition to streamlining the 
application and its review, the new, 
online process will also simplify 
the previous manual process of 
collecting, collating and distributing 
paper copies of the applications 
to selection committee members. 
We’ll save a lot of postage costs 
for applicants and the Viele, not 
to mention saving a few trees. You 
might even say that we’ve reduced 
the Viele’s carbon footprint!

About the Viele
Did you know that since the 
Viele Scholarship Trust was  
first established in 1978, the 
trust has given out more than 
$6.3M (in 2021 dollars) to  
550 Sigs?  That’s an average  
of $11,500 per Sig!

Viele Application Goes Online
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In 1206, a baby Norwegian Prince was saved 
from an advancing army by two warriors 
on skis.  The Birkebeiners, so named for 
their birch bark leggings, carried the baby 
prince from Lillehammer to Tromso across a 
mountain range to safety 
 Today, two internationally famous cross 
country ski races mimic the legend of the 
Birkebeiners and the rescue of the baby 
prince: Birkebeiner Rennet in Norway and 
America’s Birkebeiner in Northern Wisconsin. 
 The Norwegian race from Rena to 
Lillehammer is 54 kilometers and all skiers 
are required to carry a pack of at least 3.5 
kg and ski in the classic style.  The American 
Birkebeiner starting in Cable with a finish 
on Main St in Hayward, is 55 kilometers for 
the classic course and 50 Kilometers for the 
so-called “skate” course.  In addition to the 
big race on Saturday, a series of shorter races 
brings a total of over 11,000 participants to 
the small towns of Cable (population 150) and 
Hayward (population 2335) each year! 
 This February 26, Sig warrior Eric Koch, 
F’84, completed his 31st North American 
Birkebeiner Cross Country Ski race, covering 
31 miles in three hours and forty seven 
minutes.  His son, Nathan, finished in just 
over two and a half hours.  Good genes! 
 Pete Kling, F’89, hosted Eric at his cabin 
south of Hayward, where Eric and Pete 
prepared a pre-race, high-carb pasta feed  
for a group of students 
from Scandinavia and 
friends. 
 I joined the celebration 
at Anglers Bar in Hayward 
in time to greet Eric and 
his son Nathan.  Also 
present were University of 
Wisconsin students from 
Finland and Sweden. They 
did not ski, but I noted 
with respect that they 
managed to compete  
quite well in the bar!

by Sam Moore, F’70     
mooresl1827@gmail.com

  

Sig Warrior 
Visit beautiful 
Charlottesville, Virginia, 
for the Society’s 2022 
Convention, Thursday, 

October 13th, through Sunday, =October 
16th. The weather will be comfortably 
warm and the UVA grounds – a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site – =will sparkle! 
 Events will take place at the Sigma 
Phi Place at 163 Rugby Road and around 
the grounds of the University of Virginia.  
We’ll host one or two parties at the Place, 
so bring your significant other! The exact 
time, place and registration cost for all 
events will be posted on the Sigma Phi 
Society website at a later date, where you 
will be asked to RSVP. Hotels in the area 
range from $100 to $700 per night. 
 We are very pleased to announce 
that our banquet speaker will be banker 
Lonnie Howell, S’72. Before he made 
a career in finance, Lonnie was a very 
busy undergrad. He held active chapter 
offices as assistant kitchen manager, 
machine manager, president and rush 
chairman, in that order. His Sigma Phi 
Cataloque biography states that he was 

Convention  
2022 in Virginia

also a member of the Jefferson Literary 
and Debating Society and the volunteer 
tutoring director at Madison House. 
That gentleman is also a graduate of the 
University of Virginia School of Law. 
 During free time on Friday and 
Saturday afternoon, or for a longer visit, 
Charlottesville is home to the beautiful 
Blue Ridge Mountains, as well as the 
homes of the third, fourth and fifth 
presidents of the United States, each 
of which is open to the public. Thomas 
Jefferson’s Monticello will require advance 
tickets. There is an outdoor pedestrian mall 
as well as numerous excellent restaurants. 
 In due time, there will be more 
information, including convention ticket 
prices and schedules, on the Sigma Phi 
website (www.sigmaphi.org).

Convention Co-Chairs
George Snyder S’78  

snyder.gn@gmail.com

Nick Fischer S’20 
naf8uyr@virginia.edu

Eric Koch, F’84

14 | 

crews produced predictable morning 
disturbances for live-in undergrads. 
For the most part, however, the 
actives coped well. For upcoming room 
renovations, our plan is that construction 
be accomplished outside the normal 
academic year.  
 Over time, each of the 21 other 
bedrooms in the house will be completely 
renovated, each to the tune of more 
than $50,000. Walls are taken down to 
the masonry, cork floors are refinished 
or completely replaced, electrical and 
plumbing work is being overhauled, 
heating elements replaced, and even 
built-in furniture elements are completing 
the interior finishing. This project is 
herculean.  Peter Flynn, C’66, and his 
team at Flynn Battaglia Architects have 
been instrumental in providing the design 
services for the renovation. Over the 
years, Peter has been a cornerstone 
of the Building Committee and a true 
custodian of our house. 

(continued from page 3)

 Performing some necessary repairs 
on both the interior and exterior (e.g., 
to prevent water infiltration) as well as 
refinishing ancillary rooms will also be 
added to the project scope.  These will 
include the card room next to the library, 
parts of the living room, and the back 
porch, to name a few. 
 It must be noted that the generous 
gifts of Epsilon alumni - both monetary 
and in-kind - make this and other major 
maintenance and refurbishment projects 
possible. The Epsilon Association will 
make renovation of 
bedrooms in the house 
the centerpiece of 
fundraising for the next 
several years, with two 
initiation classes having 
already collaborated in 
donating sufficient funds 
to the Sigma Phi Building 
Account at Cornell 
University (account 

number 7872-07) for one bedroom 
renovation each. We hope other classes 
join in this effort.  
 Thanks to their 
remarkable dedication to 
the Epsilon of New York, 
our alumni continue to 
ensure that the Sigma Phi 
Place at One Forest Park 
Lane - now celebrating 89 
years - remains a jewel on 
Cornell’s campus.

October 13-16, 2022

Sigma Phi  flame
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Sigma Phi’s own ‘French Connection’ 
is provided by Curtis Bartosik, C’85: 
“I came to France for just 1 year…20 
years ago!  Married a French girl 
named Aimee, raised a family and 
built a language training company 
named Seneca which I just sold. 
12 years, and counting, on the 
board of the American Chamber of 
Commerce. I ski as often as I can, 
and ride my bicycle all over the city 
to meetings. I wasn’t bilingual when 
I arrived in Paris, but I am now. (It’s 
like I’m an exchange student in my 
own house!) I love welcoming Sigs  
of all stripes to my adopted city.   
So please look me up, especially for 
the Paris Olympics in 2024. Find  
me on LinkedIn or Facebook.   
cbartosik@yahoo.com

Randall S. Beach, U'91, and his wife 
are opening a second location for 
their craft distillery, Murray's Fools 
Distilling Co., in Glenville, New York. 
The new location will feature a large 
tasting room, outside patio seating 
and event space.  It's also only 10 
miles from the Alpha of New York,  
so they hope to see lots of 
wandering birds there soon.  
rsbeach72@gmail.com

             

Jonathan Bergner, S'03, recently 
started his own business, Exigent 
Government Relations, a boutique 
financial services firm which 
provides clients a full suite of federal 
legislative and regulatory services, 
encompassing strategic advice, policy 
development, and lobbying activities. 
Jon and his wife, Brianna, were also 
excited to welcome Samantha Davis 
Bergner to the world on March 19!  
She joins big sister Isabella.   
jon.bergner@gmail.com

David Cortez, M’93,  is producing a 
documentary about the life and times of 
a legend in Taos, New Mexico. Entitled 
“Successful Outlaw”, it tells the story of 
Daniel “Pepe” Rochón - biker, builder 
and master silversmith – who beat 
incredible odds to carve out a life alone 
in the tough conditions of the mesa.  
This is David’s second film and – like 
the first – he’s directing, producing and 
editing the project. “I shot footage with 
my iPhone until I got a 4k camera two 
years ago. I edit on a laptop using Final 
Cut Pro. It is very challenging to work 
alone, especially creating material like a 
pitch deck hoping to find an executive 
producer. I will have a completed film by 
November 2022.”  cortezdl@mac.com

Hornor Davis, S’72, reports his first 
grandchild - Adiv Maxwell Iselin, born 
10-13-21 to his younger daughter, Faith 
Maxwell Dais and her husband, Alex 
Iselin in Boulder, CO.  Hornor is now 
retired living in Seal Harbor, Maine and 
spending winters in Carmel by the Sea, 
CA.  hornord4@gmail.com

Doug Kari, I'75, would love to buy a 
drink for any Sig who's visiting Orange 
County, California. Doug remarried 
five years ago to Jane Zhang, a 
former professor who works at Nixon 
Presidential Library. Three kids are 
launched: a daughter on diplomatic 
assignment overseas, a son who works 
in cyber for the U.S. government, and 
a son who works at the bookstore on 
Alcatraz Island. The youngest daughter 
is pre-med at UCI. Doug continues to 
serve as chief legal officer at Arbitech 
& Velasea and as a hobby writes about 
true crime. You can reach him at  
213-369-3100.  dougkari@yahoo.com

Don Knapp, F’50, advises:  “After many 
moves and as many houses bought 
and sold, my wonderful children - at 
least four of five - thought it a great 
idea to have dad stop his itinerant ways 
and grace a rest home. We used to 
wonder about those mysterious places. 
Now I am in one. Very fancy, yes, and 
community living at its finest - if one 
takes to that sort of stuff. I thought 
the military was the last I would see 

of such a life, but, no. Here I am!  For 
now. The place is called “Capriana” and 
it is in Orange County, CA. Gad!  They 
sent me to croak in California. What 
a fate!  That’s my big news for now.”    
badger50@gmx.com

Jeffrey Kolton, C'78, recently became 
Head of Business Development for 
Branded Strategic Hospitality, the 
leading seed investor in technology 
and innovation companies supporting 
foodservice operators. He is also leaving  
NYC after 20 years and making his 
summer home in Woodstock, NY, his 
permanent home this summer, moving 
up there with his wife and 11 year old 
twin boys.  jeffreykolton@gmail.com

We have this news from John 
Lounsbury, V'55:  “In October 2017, 
my wife, Lynne, and I moved to Lake 
Frederick, Virginia. This is a resort-
like community with at least 70% 
over-55 homeowners. We enjoy a 
view overlooking the lake and both 
the Blue Ridge and Appalachian 
mountains. Before the move, we lived 
in Clayton,NC, near Raleigh, NC for 
nearly 13 years. We moved there to be 
near my grandchildren who are now 
grown and moved to other parts of 
the country. While in North Carolina, I 
attended the Sig convention in Chapel 
Hill and judged the Hicks Oratorical 
Contest.” jlounsbury59@hotmail.com

Henrik Mansson, C’94, has relocated  
to Copenhagen with his family.  
Mansson, a native Swede, is currently 
on a 3 year assignment with Mattel, 
Inc, across Europe/Middle East/Africa.  
He met up with Dan Mansoor, C’76, 
in March, when Dan and his wife were 
visiting their daughter, who  
was enjoying a semester abroad.  
henrikmansson@yahoo.com

John McSweeny, F’65, writes from 
Ottawa Hills, OH: “I retired from a 
43 year career in academia in 2020. I 
now send time traveling with my wife, 
most recently to the Panama Canal ad 
back. I also am active in the local bar 
associations, consulting to local attorneys 
on medical-legal issues, and giving 
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“It’s a big deal to turn 65 years old, but it’s 
pretty sweet to celebrate 65 in the company 
of brothers I’ve known and cared for 45 of 
those years.” So advise Jim Pollock, M’76, 
and Ernie Sellers, M’77, whose latest trips 
around the sun were celebrated on April 2 
in Ann Arbor in the company of  (top row, L 
to R) John Tulloch, M’78, Mark Kraushaar, 
M’78, Jim Allardyce, M’79, (bottom, L to R) 
Jim Pollock, M’76, Dave Moore, M’80 &  
Ernie Sellers, M’77.   
jim@pollockinvestmentadvisors.com
         
We’ve received this good news from Andy 
Putman, M’05: “I was married in Kumamoto, 
Japan on August 3, 2019 to my wife, Hana. 
Sigs Todd Hargrave, John Bonk, Brad Linden, 
Max Monson and Andrew Buran were all in 
attendance travelling from across the globe.  
After a year of COVID lockdown in Tokyo, 
we relocated to Auckland, New Zealand 
in early 2021 where I have continued my 
career at Apple, Inc. Very happy to announce 
that Hana and I are expecting our first child 
in May this year.  I haven't been able to visit 
the United States due to border restrictions 
since late 2019, and look very much forward 
to treading the grounds of Ann Arbor and 
walking the halls at 907 Lincoln as soon as 
possible.”   andrew.d.putman@gmail.com

Hunter Provyn, S’99, advises that he’s 
been pursuing a newfound passion: genetic 
genealogy. In that research, he’s discovered 
that his Iron Age ancestors came from the 
area between the Adriatic Coast and the 
Danube.  In other news, his first daughter, 
Taia Elise, was born in June of last year. 
Further research has shown that Taia’s 
maternal line goes back to the Caucasus, 
where Hunter met her mother, Elene. A final 
note: “We pray that Putin will be stopped  
in Ukraine so that Georgians nor anyone 
else will not experience further horrors  
than what they've already suffered from  
Russian aggression in recent years.”  
hunterprovyn@gmail.com

Tom Quigley, I'74 reports this news: “After 
almost 37 years in the defense electronics 
industry, I have retired. Yes, even applying 
for Social Security! Sig Sister Chris and I will 
travel and see more of the US than we ever 
have. Perhaps we can stop by the other 
wonderful Sig houses during our journeys. 
I am also blessed to have had a career as a 

Naval Aviator and am taking advantage of 
those benefits as well. We are still located in 
Folsom, CA, only a couple of hours from the 
Alpha of California.”  
thomasquigley3@gmail.com

Greg Sawka, L’84, writes: “Karen and I 
bought a second home in Ocean City, NJ 
(the NJ shore but not THE Jersey Shore) in 
2016 and have welcomed a growing flock 
of wandering birds for an August beach 
weekend each year since. The attendance 
has been growing and I think at least 20-30 
brothers and some spouses have been our 
guests over the years. We will do it again 
in early August 2022 (date TBD) and I have 
tried to grow attendance each year so 
maybe a mention would support this.  
Gene Grossi, L’85, also bought in Ocean  
City in 2018, only a few blocks from us,  
and co-hosts with me each summer.”  
 gsawka@bancroftusa.com

Andrew Skotdal, S’90 is living in Seattle, 
WA. and welcomes outreach from Alpha 
of Virginia members and other wandering 
birds. He’s interested in connecting with Sigs 
with similar interests in fintech and multi-
family development. Further, he has a 17 
year old daughter who would like to apply 
to business schools east of the Rockies 
this fall and she‘s interested in the fashion 
industry. If any alumni are willing to help 
bolster our outreach efforts, please reach 
out. “My daughter is a much better student 
than I was!” advises our ever-candid brother.  
Andrew.skotdal@skotdal.com

This news was shared by Alvar Soosar, S’96: 
“In September 2020, I accepted an offer 
from Estonia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs to 

lectures and organizing seminars for both 
lawyers and medical professionals, the most 
recent being on the long-term medical and 
legal aspects of Covid-19. Finally, I serve on 
the alumni advisory board for the psychology 
department of my Alma Mater, UW-Madison.”   
Jmcsweeny@buckeye-express.com

“I've recently started with Milberg Coleman 
Bryson Phillips Grossman, PLLC (known as 
"Milberg")”, writes attorney Jacob Morse, 
T’11, “where I'll focus on plaintiff's-side 
class action and complex litigation cases. 
I've also adopted an ex-racing greyhound 
from Ireland named Rosie. With a namesake 
harkening back to Ram all star defensive 
tackle Rosie Greer, she helped me celebrate 
this year’s Super Bowl victory by the 
LA Rams, my childhood football faves!”     
morsejacobm@gmail.com
 

We have this update from John Pearson, 
G’73 in SE Pennsylvania:  “COVID is 
miserable ... and relentless. Unfortunately,  
I lost my brother-in-law and my son-in-law’s 
father to that virus. It’s hit me three different 
times and this after being totally vaccinated 
and boostered. So much for that. Take  
very good care, brothers.”   
broadaxepearson@gmail.com

Tom Plowman, F’86, reports:  “I retired last 
June after 32 years with BNSF Railway.  
My daughter, Madison, is currently a 
pre-nursing major at UW-Madison, and a 
fourth-generation Badger in my family. My 
son, Matthew, (and this is hard for me to 
admit.....a Michigan grad) is an Operations 
Manager with McKesson in Louisville.”    
texasbadgers@gmail.com

Talented Beach duo

Jacob & Rosie

Jim Pollock, M’76 is bottom row, left.   
Ernie Seller, M’77 is bottom row, right.
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serve as Director of US Investment 
& Trade, attached to the Embassy 
in Washington. In this role, I help 
Estonian companies come to the US 
(and some in Canada) connect with 
investors and customers. In many 
ways, it's a dream job, bringing my 
three countries (USA, Estonia, and 
Canada) together in a way where I 
can make a difference. Given that 
the pandemic has abated enough 
to allow for at least some in-person 
meetings, I expect I will be traveling 
a good bit more this year, both to 
Estonia but also around the US.”     
asoosaar@gmail.com

We have this news of ‘buried 
treasure’ from Mark Singer, H’78:  
“I recently discovered within my 
personal archive of memorabilia, 
an exemplar of the 1922 Sigma Phi 
Thesaurus. Acidified and fragile, it 
is otherwise in remarkably good 
condition. It appears to have been 
purloined from the Hamilton College 
Library. When or how or by whoeth, 
I knoweth not. But, no matter! My 
desire is to continue to give it a good 
home and/or to share it with the 
brother who is currently compiling 
the forthcoming Thesaurus of our 
illustrious Society.”    
marksingerir@gmail.com

 
On April 22, Jarrod Thomas, S'05, 
and a group of 14 Serp alumni 
hailing from New York, Chicago, 
Nashville, Raleigh and D.C. descended 
on Bardstown, Kentucky, to 
stand in judgment of the worldly 
establishments known as Bourbon 
Distilleries. After much thoughtful 
deliberation, the brothers determined 
that those local establishments are 
indeed worthy and that such nectar 
should continue to be created 
and enjoyed in the great state of 
Kentucky.      jat2f@virginia.edu
                 
This update from Chris Williamson, 
V’79, describes the value of alumni-
interactions with pledges during 
pledgeship very well: “In late March, 
Kurt Haigis, V'73, and I met with five 
of Vermont’s six pledges over coffee 
at my house. We spent a lot of time 
covering the value of Sigma Phi in our 
lives and gave them some perspective 
and guidance as to best methods 
for focusing on pledge assignments. 
We had multiple editions of the 
Catalogue for them to review (1891, 
1949 & 1977) as well as Signets, 
both recent and ancient, which they 
spent a fair amount of time poring 
over with keen interest. They are an 
impressive group of pledges and I am 
enthused about how they seek to 
learn more. Kurt provided them with 
a very nice rendition of ‘Sigs of '45’. 
They expressed concern about how 
well they have learned ‘Ter Inclyta’ 
and after they sang it, Kurt gave a one 
word opinion of their performance: 
'Perfect.' We look forward to their 
continued growth within Sigma Phi. 
Their enthusiasm, character and 
strong effort as pledges will  
continue to keep the Flame alive!”   
westwick@together.net

We have this update from  
Alex Wolff, C'05. “I am proud to 
share that after working 9 years  
with my father as a plaintiff's 
attorney, I was hired as managing 
partner of the St. Louis Morgan & 
Morgan office starting in October  
of 2021. The team has grown under 
my leadership from 8 people when  
I started to 30 as of April 14, 2022.  
I am excited to share that while  
I continue to serve the injured 
against insurance companies who 
are your good neighbor until you 
need their help or assure you that 
you are in good hands until you  
ask for compensation, I am enjoying 
the new challenge of also managing 
a large team of employees and 
handling all sorts of injury claims  
for deserving clients.”    
aaw314@gmail.com

Don Zillman, F'63, is joining with 
fellow Wisconsin Sigs - Arne 
Salvesen, F57, Leif Salvesen, F60, 
Tom Mackie, F65, Mick McBee, 
F65 & Paul Strieby, F62 - from the 
1960s to write a book reviewing 
their military experiences during the 
Cold War, Draft, and Vietnam eras. 
Anthem Press promises to have 
the work in print by late 2022. Don 
advises that it has been a wonderful 
way to reconnect with friends after 
half a century. Don and his wife, 
Linda, served as President and First 
Lady of the University of Maine 
(Presque Isle) from 2006-12, and 
received honorary degrees at this 
year’s commencement.    
donald.zillman@maine.edu

(continued from page 17)
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News of the passing of these brothers has been received since publication of the December, 2021 issue of the Sigma Phi Flame.

 
 

Sigma          Phi
The 'Sigma Phi Flame' is published twice yearly by the Sigma Phi Society. Please direct all inquiries, suggestions,  
photos and changes of address to the Sigma Phi National Headquarters, P.O. Box 57417, Tucson, AZ 85732-7417.

Editor: Mike Imirie, M'69, mimirie@aol.com  |  Sigma Phi Home Page: www.sigmaphi.org

KUDOS & THANKS

…to the following Sigs for their articles, information or suggestions supporting this issue of the ‘Flame’:  Bob Bednas, M’60, James Blanco, C’94,  
Ross Blaufarb, I’80, James Brodeur, U’20, Will Cyr, U’19, Nick Fischer, S’20, Bob Guthrie, S’86,  Jim Hansen, V’80, Scott Hekel, F’97, Hans Henkes, 
C’91, Doug Kari, I’75, Brendan McCurdy, H’80, Sam Moore, F’70, Bill Poarch, S’54, Zac Regan, V’21, Jack Romaine, L’90, Greg Sawka, L’84, George 
Snyder, S’78 & Jim Storey, M’69.

Issue after issue, Sig stories, perspectives and feedback are solicited.  Every time a reader circles back, it improves the next Society magazine.  
Contact Editor Mike Imirie, M’69 (mimirie@aol.com) with your feedback and your suggestions.  They are always welcome.

Richard Warren Gerrity S'62 ................................. 12/17/2021

Donald Y. Goss L'49 ...................................................3/24/2019

Fulton Mills Gregg V'69 .............................................. 7/6/2021

Aaron John Hutchins F'97 ........................................3/25/2021

Jeremy S. Jones G'46 ................................................9/12/2020

E. Thomas C. Jones F'42...........................................6/13/2021

Michael James McMorrow V'66 ..............................10/9/2021

Murray Edward Miles C'49 ......................................5/11/2019

Paul Maurice Murphy W'51 .....................................1/22/2020

William Bliss Rogers I'43 ............................................. 1/8/2006

William C. Rouman F'50 ...........................................10/7/2021

William B. Sherlock F'55 ............................................. 2/2/2021

Landon M. Spilman C'51 ............................................ 6/8/2021

Jack King Storey M'65 ................................................. 3/4/2022

Donald Page Zimmerman M'46 ..............................9/27/2003

Lambert Jerome Aske Jr. V'54 .................................9/10/2012

Bruce Selvage Bartlett H'55.....................................1/27/2021

Thomas H. Bliss L'58............................................... 11/28/2020

David VanDyke Burchfield M'53 .............................9/28/2019

Arthur Weldon Cannon V'57 ..................................... 8/8/2020

Rodney G. Carter G'39 ................................................ 9/4/2007

Robert Coe G'43 ........................................................11/2/2010

Stuart Howard Cool W'47 ........................................9/21/2020

Thomas Cave Davis V'51 ..........................................2/16/2017

William Stuart DeWitt M'40 ...................................... 7/8/2014

Mark Christopher Dooley V'70 ............................ 10/18/2019

Louis Fenner Dow Jr. V'50 .......................................7/27/2021

John Edmondson U'48 ................................................ 1/3/2022

Elwyn Harry Frend C'46 ............................................. 9/7/2003

Everett Edward Fuller I'44 .......................................... 3/1/2022

 Thrice Illustrious bourbon purveyors, enthusiasts and aspirants on holiday in Kentucky.
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2022Your Dues Generosity: Indispensable

The Sigma Phi alumni dues program provides a vital source of operational 
funding. Our ability to keep alumni informed and engaged and, at the same  
time, maintain strong relations with undergraduate chapters, depends upon 
alumni dues contributions. 
 The funds contributed to the Sigma Phi Society, a 501c7 non-profit 
organization, cover costs associated with managing the SigmaPhi.org  
website, producing and distributing The Sigma Phi Flame and other  
Society correspondence, and funding the national organization’s guidance  
of undergraduate chapters. Those dues likewise permit Society planning for  
special events, including annual conventions and flagship Fourth of March 
Banquets, as well as the business meetings which take place at both gatherings. 
 Whether you cut and mail this coupon (below) or go online  
(https://sigma-phi-society.revv.co/alumnidues), please make your dues  
2022 payment. Your participation and generosity in each year’s dues program  
are indispensable. Approaching our 200th birthday, your support drives our  
Society’s progress.

by Bob Guthrie, S’86, Society Treasurer     bguts123@sbcglobal.net

SIGMA PHI SOCIETY
ANNUAL DUES

Make checks payable to the Sigma Phi Society.  
You may also pay online at www.SigmaPhi.org 

❍ $500       ❍ $250      ❍ $100       ❍ other $__________________________ 

Base-level dues:        ❍ $75 (initiated 2006 and earlier)        ❍ $50 (initiated 2007 and later) 

Sigma Phi Permanent Endowment 

❍ My additional gift of $________________ in support of the Sigma Phi Society Permanent Endowment is enclosed. 

Name: _________________________________________________________   E-mail:  ________________________________________________  

Address:  __________________________________________________   City:_______________________      State:______    Zip:_____________

Home Phone: ________________________________    Work: ______________________________    Mobile: ___________________________

SIGMA PHI SOCIETY
ANNUAL DUES Make checks payable to the Sigma Phi Society. 

❍ $500       ❍ $250      ❍ $100       ❍ other $__________________________ 

Base-level dues:        ❍ $75 (initiated 2005 and earlier)        ❍ $50 (initiated 2006 and later) 

Sigma Phi Permanent Endowment 

❍ My additional gift of $________________ in support of the Sigma Phi Society Permanent Endowment is enclosed. 

Name: _________________________________________________________   E-mail:  ________________________________________________  

Address:  __________________________________________________   City:_______________________      State:______    Zip:_____________

Home Phone: ________________________________    Work: ______________________________    Mobile: ___________________________

Mail your dues check payable to Sigma Phi Society to:  
Sigma Phi; P. O. Box 57417; Tucson, AZ  85732-7417.  
Or, as always, feel free to make your dues payment  
online at: www.sigmaphi.org 

Esto!

Bob Downing, L’59, contacted Sigma 
Phi in the immediate aftermath of this 
year’s March 4 event in Manhattan to 
ask….why not Florida, too?  Bob pointed 
out that many Sigs live or winter in the 
Sunshine State, and asked if there was 
some way that Florida could host an 
event when the next Society birthday 
was celebrated.

What do you think, Sig readers?  Is there 
a critical, interested alumni mass on that 
special American peninsula at that time 
of year?  Share your interest with Bob 
and with the Society by emailing both 
Bob (bobdowning1@verizon.net) and  
Sig leaders (sigmaphihq@gmail.com).

Future March 4 
Event in Florida? 


