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Disagreements, Debates 
and Our Dictate

One of the 
most singular 
and frustrat-
ing aspects 
of my 
continued 
involvement 

in Sigma Phi involves the dis-
agreements that inevitably arise 
between brothers. The beauty of 
any organization - including our 
brotherhood - is the richness of 
different people, different view-
points and different opinions. 
 The issue isn’t limited to the 
Thrice Illustrious, of course. 
Instead, not knowing how to 
disagree in a civilized manner 
extends well beyond the bounds 
of Sigma Phi. Politics likely pro-
vides the best (most incendiary?) 
example, perhaps. It’s fair to say 
that many sides don’t understand 
or want to understand opponent 
motivations or rationale, and 
inevitably slip into trading barbs 
and insults. Fear of such caustic 
interactions has occasionally kept 
me from expressing different 
viewpoints and embracing dis-
cussion.  I suspect this is so for 
many brothers.
 But…did you know that this 
goes directly against the Charge 
that each and every one of us 
promised to live up to? 

Currently, we are facing a 
difference in opinion about the 
membership direction our Society 
should take. Many undergraduate 
members believe that women 
should play a greater role in our 
Society. The tenor of this debate 
has varied, changed, and chal-
lenged friendships as well as the 
foundations of our brotherhood. 
 In my view, the unfortunate 
reality is that the greatest chal-
lenge to our Society is not the  

result of the debate, but the 
nature and tone of having 
the debate.  In that emotional 
discourse, there’s real risk that 
we lose sight of the duties that 
we owe each other. Through-
out the course of the debate, 
brothers have felt silenced for 
sharing opposing views, have 
been labeled as “immoral,” and 
“morally inferior.” Many activities 

have been hidden from brothers 
who disagree with the actions, 
and stakeholders have felt 
uncomfortable in sharing their 
views for fear of being labeled 
and/or being unheard. A debate 
premised on insults, secrets, and 
fear-mongering will never result 
in a healthy outcome. There 
seems a conscious decision by all 
of us discussion participants to 
not challenge, change, or correct 
the tone of this discussion, even 
when we see it going awry. 
 In this ongoing matter, I know 
I have failed to live up to the So-
ciety’s Charge to its members.  I 
am doubling down in an effort to 
improve and foster relationships 
with those brothers whom I love 
but don’t see eye-to-eye with. 
 Perhaps instead of being a 
frustrating part of involvement 
with Sigma Phi, this debate 
instead represents an opportuni-
ty:  an opportunity to have open, 
upfront, and challenging conver-
sations with those who share the 
same Charge about living their 
lives in pursuit of FLT. It poses 
an opportunity to learn and grow 
from others, instead of being 
angry and taking disagreements 
personally.

“In emotional  
discourse, there’s real  

risk we lose sight  
of the duties we owe  

each other.”

by Christy Lambden, T’11, 2027 Committee Chair    lambdenc@gmail.com
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Wow, I am really excited about this!  Society leaders keep asking ourselves how we can remain relevant as a fraternal  
organization in the 21st century and contribute more to the undergraduate experience and to our host institutions.  
 In my view, what follows represents a major step toward that important goal!

by Jack Romaine, L’90, President, Sigma Phi Educational Foundation    jeromai1@yahoo.com

him to Madison to implement the 
training.  
 At the conclusion of the  
program, we collected feedback  
from both the undergraduates and 
from Dr. Kunstman. In fact, Dr. 
Kunstman made a presentation to 
the SPEF Board during the afternoon 
business meeting. The feedback was 
positive and the decision was made 
to move forward with the larger  
leadership workshop. Dr. Kunstman 
has agreed to return to teach the 
first full program and SPEF has  
begun the planning for the 2019  
program.
 Sounds good, you might think,  
but what is the Leadership Academy? 
The program is designed to be a five 
day intensive seminar held at or near 
one of our host institutions in the 
early summer - ideally after classes, 
but before internships. Funding 
permitting, we would like to include 
three undergraduates from each of 
our active chapters every year. Our 
desire is to target sophomores and 
juniors so the benefits of the training 
will be spread to chapter members 
not in attendance.  

 What follows is a high level  
look at the curriculum plan by day: 

Day 1 - Building Community &  
Friendship:  Understanding the 
value of creating a community of 
friendship in order to become  
more effective leaders.

Day 2 - Living Our Truth and  
Truth:   Understanding our value  
as an individual and how we  
influence others’ truths.

Day 3 - Leading with Love &  
Compassion:  Understanding  
that leadership requires love 
and compassion in order to  
create change.

Day 4 – Leading through Relation-
ships & Friendships:  Understanding 
the value of building relationships 
in order to be effective leaders.

Day 5 -  Living Our Values:  
Friendship, Love, & Truth:  
Understanding we can achieve 
great things when we live our  
values of friendship, love, and truth.
 

In September at the 2018 Con-
vention in Madison, we piloted our 
Leadership Academy with great suc-
cess. The Academy, to be formally 
launched in 2019, will be called 
the Howard/Jenkins Leadership 
Academy, named for two esteemed 
former Chairmen, Cal Howard, S’54 
and Jim Jenkins, S’58. Both men 
cared deeply about Sigma Phi. Both 
were accomplished leaders.  
 Our fall pilot in Madison was half 
a day for 19 participating under-
graduates. The curriculum was a 
condensed version of the full cur-
riculum developed specifically for 
Sigma Phi by Dr. Bobby Kunstman, 
Director of Student Life and Lead-
ership at the University of North 
Carolina. While Dr. Kunstman isn’t 
a Sig, his expertise in leadership 
training and development suited 
him ideally to present this workshop 
to our young men. Along the way, 
he received ample background in-
formation and excellent input from 
Christy Lambden, T’11.  
 Dr. Kunstman was kind enough 
to donate his time to our pilot and 
SPEF covered his travel costs to get 

SPEF Pilots  
Successful Leadership Academy

(continued on page 5)
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beginning of my friendship with my first 
“big brother”, Rich.
 I always wanted an older brother. Not 
one who was competitive, but one who 
could teach me all the things I needed to 
know in the world. When I moved from 
the beaches of San Diego to the snow 
covered mountains of Vermont, it was a 
culture shock. It was exhausting, but ski 
patrolling was both rewarding and reg-
imented: dawn starts, ski/work all day, 
coupla beers after work, home for dinner 
and early to bed. Repeat six days a week. 
I loved it.
 When Rich joined the patrol he was 
nearly ten years older than I, was a solid 
skier, and had a boisterous personality 
that filled the room. He tended to gravi-
tate toward the underdogs and took me 
under his wing. We all had such a great 
time living the ski life. Rich taught me 
to mountain bike, waterski, snowmobile, 

back up a boat trailer, split wood, make a 
fire and cook for 15.  He demonstrated 
unequaled generosity of spirit that would 
become a benchmark for the rest of my 
life. Today I am an uncle to his children 
and essentially a part of the family.
 Later, joining Sigma Phi as a graduate 
student gave me the greatest opportu-
nity to pay back the gift I had received 
from Rich. Over the years, I would 
become an older brother to a handful  
of young men…just as Rich had to me.

 

 At Sigma Phi, the pledge son/father 
process is an integral part of mem-
bership. It requires the buy-in of both 
pledge son and pledge father. That buy-
in fosters a special relationship within 
the whole of the Society. It doesn’t 
always “take”, but - when it does - it 
can become one of the most important 
relationships of a pledge’s life. 
 The first goal of being a pledge  
father is to be a role model for a younger 
person. Modeling gentlemanly behavior 
helps the pledge to understand that 
joining our Society comes with responsi-
bilities. In theory, any active could be an 
able pledge father to any pledge, but in 
reality, certain people get along better. 
The pairing we employ is therefore 
critical and should be based on careful 
observation of how pledge and actives 
interact.
 Pledge fathering isn’t nominal. It 
comes with actual responsibilities. If 
taken seriously, the fraternal experience 
works much better for the pledge. A few 
obvious responsibilities include: 

Southern Vermont, 1987.  I was a brand 
new ski patroller shoveling ice away from 
a ski lift tower on a trail called “Freefall” 
when skiers riding above began franti-
cally yelling at me that a skier had just 
rocketed off trail below. I found the skier 
wrapped around a tree, critically injured. 
His only chance for survival was going 
to require more experienced hands than 
mine. My radio call might have sounded 
panicked; I asked for ALL the equipment. 
Paramedics soon arrived and went to 
work. The good news?  That young man 
lived and did ski again.  And I learned 
that I had a long way to go as a ski 
patroller. 
 Throughout that emergency, the pa-
tient’s ski buddy stood in dread nearby.  
Because of the response of my experi-
enced colleagues, he was inspired to join 
our ski patrol the next year. Although I 
didn’t know it yet, 1988 would mark the 

by Bill Cohen, F'90     wjcohen@gmail.com

The Vital and Enduring Role 
of Pledge Fathers at Sigma Phi

Pledge father Bill Cohen, F'90, and extended family, circa-1994:  
 (L to R) Ben Davis, F'94, Bill Cohen, F'90, Marshall Norseng, F'93 & Steve Galfano, F'91. 

 "At Sigma Phi, the pledge  
son/father process is an integral 
part of membership. It requires 

the buy-in of both pledge son and 
pledge father. That buy-in fosters 
a special relationship within the 

whole of the Society."



 
 

(continued on page 7)

• Providing academic and time manage- 
 ment assistance to keep the pledge  
 on track. If the pair share academic  
 interests, this can be quite helpful.  
 Sometimes all it takes is regularly  
 studying together.
• Acting as a sounding board about life  
 in general. Some pledges will be  
 homesick or need extra support but  
 won’t know how to ask for help.
• Ensuring that your pledge understands  
 what to expect from fraternal life so  
 that he isn’t constantly wondering  
 and anxious about what comes next.
• Integrating the pledge into the culture 
 of Sigma Phi: its history, songs, tradi- 
 tions, expectations and benefits.
• Checking on problems the pledge may  
 have and intervening when necessary.
• Engaging in activities both with other  
 Sigs and one-on-one to facilitate a  
 bond with the fraternity. 
• Being the one person the pledge can  
 be absolutely sure is in his corner.
• Actively encouraging leadership and 
 participation in the Society after initiation.

 Although nearly my same age, PJ O’Con-
nell, F’89, was a great pledge father to me 
and remains one of my closest friends to this 
day. As you think about your pledge father 
and pledge son(s), I bet you are proud of 
those relationships. I bet that they made you 
a better Sig. I bet that you wish you could do 
it over…and even better. Knowing that I was 
pretty lucky having a chance to mentor sev-
eral young pledges, I took it seriously. To be 
honest though, a couple of times I don’t think 
the pledge got much out of it. Each time, it 
requires that both pledge and active suspend 
disbelief and seek to make it special. 
 My first pledge son was Stephen Galfa-
no, F’91. We clicked immediately and would 
plan activities and outings that were just 
about spending time together. It is critical 
that the pledge father understands that the 
relationship is primarily for the benefit of 
the pledge son, but it’s also important that 
both have fun.
 I can still laugh when I remember the 
shenanigans: Steve and I were playing  
H-O-R-S-E at the gym and somehow the 

 Some training elements are delivered 
to the larger group; other pieces are 
examined in small groups.   
 With a curriculum now in place,  
our goal has expanded.  We now seek 
to find Sigs who have been successful 
leaders in their worldly endeavors willing 
to donate time and hands-on assistance 
by managing sub groups while sharing 
their experiences relating to the various 
leadership topics, thereby bringing real 
world examples to curriculum materials.  
 I am really pleased by what took  
place in Madison, and excited about 
the larger possibilities beyond. But this 
is just the start of moving the full SPEF 

  D EC E M B E R  2 0 1 8     | 5 

Sigma Phi  flame

Academy to fruition.  So far, very limited 
number of Brothers has been involved.  
We need a lot more guiding and shaping, 
a lot more wisdom, and a lot more love to 
make this new Foundation initiative all that 
it has the potential to be.  
 I hope reading about the Academy 
causes you to resonate about this unique 
program and - indeed - the direction that 
your Foundation contributions are making 
possible.  I invite your comments and 
feedback, of course.  Better still, if you 
have specific Academy recommendations 
or would like to offer hands-on assistance 
during the looming summer sessions,  
please contact me.

Uncanny Sigma Phi Prototype... ?

This vintage linen postcard from the 1930s identifies the subject as “Equinox 
House of Manchester, Vermont.”  (In fact, Equinox is one of Vermont’s few 
surviving 19th century grand hotels.) While that description is no doubt factual, 
can any traditionalist Sig fail to see a more lovely or inviting Sigma Phi Place 
prototype? The look reminds your editor a bit of the Delta of New York on a 
lovely afternoon in early October, in fact….

(continued from page 3)
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Not long ago, I sent our editor notification of the passing of my senior year roommate, George Roen, M’52.  George died in June, 
and this event had been on my mind ever since his wife, Ann, sent me a card telling of the sad event.  

ROOMMATES 1O1:

Dave, Ann & George Roen at son David's  
wedding on August 24, 1985, in Norman, IL.

What I Have Learned from Having One
by Dave McCracken, M'51    daveski@localnet.com

 When I was growing up in, I didn’t 
have to bother about a roommate.  
Being the eldest of three siblings, I had a 
room of my own for many of those for-
mative years.  Besides, the ironclad law 
of primogeniture declared that the eldest 
could be somewhat cavalier about the 
feelings and attitudes of others sharing 
a bedroom.  I’m sure my two brothers 
could attest to that sentiment.
 So when I arrived at the University 
of Michigan in the fall of 1950 from 
LaGrange Park, IL, and was assigned to 
a dormitory, as were all freshmen, there 
were people already occupying my room.  
Not only that, but they had arrived first 
and all the lower bunks were taken.  
Hmmm. So began my education about 
roommates! 

The top-ten lessons I’ve learned in the 
years since follow:

10.  Arrive early and arrange things as 
you want them.  Hopefully, the other 
roommates will go along with your ideas.

9.  A change of roommates may be nec-
essary; they were in my case.  The other 
two lads were pre-dentistry candidates 
and older than I was.  There was not 
much in common between us and I was 
permitted to change rooms.  (Perhaps 
if I had remained in that original room, 

I would have learned something about 
teeth.)

8.  Be aware of other living opportuni-
ties.  Fraternities came into focus during 
the fall rush season, and the graceful, 
stately “Red House on the Hill” was a far 
more appealing sight than highly institu-
tional East Quad. A picture of the origi-
nal, circa-1900 Sigma Phi Place on North 
Ingalls Street in Ann Arbor would remind 
you immediately of gracious living back 
in the day.  Sadly, the site is now a con-
crete parking lot for the hospital that sits 
across the street, and present day Sigma 
Phi is now where most of the fraternities 
are located.

7.  Choose your fraternity carefully.  
Recent horror stories abound about 
lower tier groups that haze young men 
unto death.  Avoiding excessive drink will 
go a long way to preserving a lifestyle 
worthy of adult Greek institutions.  (Our 
fraternity was so focused back then, that 
Sigma Phi didn’t even own a black-and-
white TV set.  Perhaps that had some-
thing to do with our good grade point 
averages.)

 6.  Teach your children something use-
ful.  A case in point occurred when we 
hosted a dance at the Sigma Phi Place.  
Our cook’s room was used as a staging 

Our editor wasted no time in suggesting 
that my thoughtfulness about George’s 
passing might make for a good opportu-
nity to create a general reflection on the 
nature of roommates. I agreed, thinking 
that such a piece might serve as a  
modest tribute to my friend, George.  
It might also serve as a common  
denominator feature, for Sigs are no 
strangers to roommates. 
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future of the universe was to be decided 
by who made the first half-court shot. It 
just went on and on and we were laughing 
our heads off. It was so stupid and funny. 
The times of our lives became intertwined 
for a lot longer than that, though. He 
still calls me “Pops” and I call him “Sonny 
Boy” to this day. Marshall Norseng, F’93 
was already focused and clear on his life 
plans, so there wasn’t as much need for 
my guidance. But whenever I see him, I 
am legitimately proud of him and all he 
has accomplished in life.  With Ben Davis, 
F’94, our age difference was nearly 10 
years to the day and he was as impres-
sionable a college student as I had ever 
met. We shared many similar interests and 
I really felt like he was my little brother. 
It was great to watch him become an 
uber-capable person. His children call me 
“Uncle Bill.” Such family serendipity took 
me full-circle, back to the depth Rich and I 
established as a result of our ski patrolling.
 Curiously, Sigs also consider our lineage 
within the pledging process. Who was the 
grandfather? Brother?Uncle? It just goes 
toward our continuous human need for 
connecting with others. Without connec-
tion, we are lonelier. The pledge son of my 
pledge son is…well, he’s my grandson! That’s 
also an important relationship. One of my 
Sig grandsons, Brent Fisher, F’94 has three 
young children who are as close to me as if 
they were my own sons. This is a profound 
gift of Sigma Phi and of our pledging pro-
cess, invested in properly. It’s not just about 
our active years. Rather, the Society offers 
much for the rest of our lives, too. 
 My pledge father and sons are the 
people who help me with life’s hardest 
decisions, who join in my triumphs and 
help with my disappointments. These are 
the friends who I turn to when I am out of 
my depth. I know they feel the same way. 
 And what about Rich, my “older brother” 
from ski patrol? Thirty years later, we still 
patrol together when I’m in Vermont and he 
still treats me like the proud older brother he 
is. Some relationships forged when we are 
younger, I’ve learned, are simply inviolate.

(continued from page 5)

area for our dates, and later that  
night I saw a great commotion going  
on in the cook’s bathroom.  Here was  
a co-ed, fully outfitted in a formal gown, 
lying in the filled bathtub, singing, grin-
ning, and splashing merrily. Someone 
had evidently slipped something into  
the punch bowl and the young lady  
was not used to it. This is important: 
teach your children how to drink  
responsibly.

5.  Choose pledges carefully: you may 
have to live with one someday. There 
was one inspired college prank, perhaps 
dreamed up by Tom Roderick, M’49, that 
was pulled on an incoming pledge class.  
It happened before my day but – oh! – 
how I wish I could have been there to see 
it. The pledges were understandably ner-
vous about a particular man who was also 
rushing the house late in the semester. (In 
fact, he was a returning serviceman who 
could easily pass for a freshman and was 
also a good actor).  “Gurney Bridgewater” 
was the pseudonym he used, and after 
being carefully coached by some of our 
upper classmen, he showed up during 
rush week wearing the most outlandish 
clothes. He was loud, boisterous, and 
boorish, had deplorable table manners, 
and most definitely was not Sigma Phi 
material.  During the actives meeting 
to evaluate the potential candidates, 
“Gurney” received the highest accolades 
from all the upper classmen, while the 
pledges nervously attempted to indicate 
that this guy was a loose cannon. But 
what little freshman is going to stand up 
to the entire house?  The Sigs kept the 
charade going for as long as they could, 
until someone finally cracked, started 
laughing and then all joined in. The pledg-
es were beyond relieved to find out that 
“Gurney” was a real Sigma Phi, was an OK 
guy, wasn’t the complete disaster they 
thought he was, and that they didn’t  
have to live with him.

4.  Choose your college and  
university carefully.  Your choice  
certainly says something about you  
and that college’s reputation will precede 
you in the eyes of those who evaluate 
you.  Marshall Solem, F’79, mentioned 
this in his excellent review of the  
founding of the Chapel Hill chapter  
in the most recent issue of the Sigma  
Phi Flame.  Clearly, not every  
institution makes the cut.

3.  Choose your spouse wisely.   
Could there be a more supreme  
roommate?  I’ve been married for 57 
years and - at the risk of revealing my 
bias - my wife is the best partner I can 
imagine.  Spouses grind off the rough 
edges and make the subjects (that’s us, 
men!) more presentable.  They continue 
the work that a good fraternity starts.   
I have been fortunate in both regards.  
George was married to his wife, Ann,  
for 64 years and was a very  
lucky man.

2.  Learn from your roommate.   
George taught me the importance  
of picking up dirty socks, of studying 
quietly with the radio turned off, and 
getting to bed early when an important 
final was scheduled for the next day.  
 He also opened my eyes to the world  
by introducing me to studies I knew 
nothing about.  He took courses in  
Arabic and practiced writing in their 
script at a time when most Americans 
were only dimly aware of where Arabia 
was located on the globe. 

1.  Rest in Peace, George Roen.   
You were a good roommate who  
taught me much.  Thanks for the  
memories.
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The Society’s 2019 Convention will be held with the Alpha of Vermont over the week-
end of  Sept 27, 28 & 29.  Plan to join our Green Mountain Sig hosts as they host the 
Society’s annual conclave and celebrate fall on the shores of beautiful Lake Champlain!

Alpha of Vermont  |  Burlington, VT  |  September 27-29, 2019
Registration details coming soon on the Society’s website at www.sigmaphi.org

SAVE THE DATE!

is gorgeous: filled with active members 
who cherish such a striking Society 
fortress, dramatically demonstrating 
Sigma Phi’s influence, both physically 
and historically. The next chapter we 
visited was the Alpha of Virginia (the 
Serps) for the Foxfields Races later that 
same spring. Again, we were welcomed 
to a true Sig Hall at 163 Rugby Road.  
We were pleased to see that the young 
men of the University of Virginia were 
very respectful of the Society’s ancestral 
home in Schenectady and aspired to 
be a part of something bigger than just 
their local identity, just as our founders 
intended back in 1827. More recently, 
we have met the Wisconsin Sigs in their 
elaborately designed and warm Sigma 
Phi Place on the occasion of Convention 
2018.  What a terrific Sig event it was.
 The ability to visit other chapters and 
observe their cultures, practices, and 
living spaces has been both profound and 
eye-opening. Without having stand-alone 
fraternity housing at Union, it’s tempting 
to give in to jealousy and envy of sister 
chapters which do, but that’s the wrong 
conclusion for me to draw. 

 Instead, this comparison of other 
chapter homes to our own current Place 
has motivated me to promote and pursue 
a larger, newer Sig Place at Union College. 
I believe the Alpha of New York continues 
to do an excellent job of promoting and 
fostering a deep bond of brotherhood, 
particularly at an institution which doesn’t 
allow freshmen to rush. Thus, Union Sigs 
are limited to 3 undergraduate years with 
Sigma Phi unless a brother takes a “victory 
lap” (i.e., a 5th year). 
 Limitations or no, we must always 
strive to do better.  Constant growth to 
be the best men on campus continues to 
be and will always be my ultimate goal in 
regards to Sigma Phi - even beyond my 
undergraduate time at Union. In order to 
secure our Alpha chapter’s place com-
petitively and more importantly in terms 
of longevity at Union, we must do all in 
our power to secure a larger Sig Place on 
campus near the school’s “Greek Row.” 
Such a development, no matter how 
challenging, would ensure that the flame 
at the Alpha of NY doesn’t just burn in 
mediocrity, but burns brighter than ever 
for the world to see.

In my opinion, shared housing and living 
spaces have been and continue to be 
an integral part of a Sigma Phi’s under-
graduate experience. The ability to be in 
close proximity to those with whom you 
share a deeper bond of sacred friendship 
is essential to developing those feelings 
deeper even beyond initiation. 
 Shortly after I was swung, I made it 
my goal to visit as many Sig chapters as 
I could beyond of the Alpha of Alphas. 
Why?  To see how they were different 
from us, but - more importantly - to see 
how similar. 
 My first stop was the Alpha of 
Vermont during Union College’s spring 
break. I ventured there with 7 other 
Union Sigs for a few days and had a 
great time with the Vermont Sigs. (It is 
important to remind any Sigs reading this 
that the Hall of the Alphas at 1 Library 
Lane is no more within the Society’s pos-
session, and the Union chapter’s current 
living situation is reduced to a rather 
embarrassing shared housing attachment 
to a freshmen dorm combined with our 
lovely-but-small off-campus location at 
10 Union Avenue.) The Vermont house 

by J.P. Elmblad, U'17      jp@elmblad.com

Shared Living: Wistful Reflections

SIGMA PHI 2019 ANNUAL CONVENTION
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(Since 2016, Sigma Phi has been working with Pete Parker of Fraternity Management Group.  Many of you 
have either had the opportunity to meet, talk with, or exchange emails with Pete.  We are excited that in 
2019, Pete will be providing Sigma Phi Society and our Educational Foundation with a greater level of sup-
port and direction. Pete will be taking the lead on crafting and implementing our development goals while 
engaging alumni. One of the first tasks that Pete will address is broadening and deepening the time that our 
alumni are giving to Sigma Phi to help implement the Society’s strategic plan. If you would like to volunteer 
your time and become more involved with Sigma Phi, please reach out to Pete at Pete.parker@fmgtucson.
com. Standing & Advisory Committee members and Education Foundation Trustees thank you in advance 
for the courtesies you will extend to Pete as he undertakes this important effort.)

Three conventions and two Fourths 
of March later, my early suspicions are 
proven….and emphatically!  Sigma Phi 
is certainly different than other frater-
nal organizations. Friendships between 
brothers are impressively tight.  The love 
shared with brothers and their families is 
extraordinarily pure.  Commitment to the 
overall Society, as well as its current and 
past chapters, is overwhelmingly true.
 And, from this outsider’s perspective, 
my acceptance as a mortal in the Sigma 
Phi Society world has moved me both 
emotionally and charitably. Without hesi-
tation, I honor the Society’s precious pillars 
as if I was swung by its great leaders.
 My kinship with this Society hasn’t 
surprised me.  It has intensified both my 
view of the Society’s current operations 
and my vision for Sigma Phi’s finan-
cial and volunteer sustainability, going 
forward.  I envision a day when 20% of 
alumni contribute financially to the Edu-
cational Foundation and an equal number 
participate in the annual dues program. 
Funds generated from growing numbers 
of Sig alumni will position the national 
organization for positive growth ahead of 
the 2027 Bicentennial.  At the same time, 

they will provide bedrock resources to en-
hance the Society’s educational programs. 
Included in my view is robust and ongoing 
alumni involvement at each chapter, as 
well as with national programs.
 How might you take your involvement 
to a new level?  In a world full of uncer-
tainty, now is an ideal time for alumni to 
commit an hour a month to mentoring 
an undergraduate, an hour or two to 
advising a chapter, a financial investment 
or two per year, and a visit to his own or a 
nearby chapter, as well as participating in 
the Society’s annual convention.  Active 
engagement by alumni is the key element 
to a thriving Society. It’s extremely easy 
to get involved and - when you do - the 
ripple effect of excellence and the syn-
ergies of ‘many hands’ will permeate the 
entire organization.
 The next twelve months promise to 
be exciting. I am on a quest to speak to 
scores of alumni to recognize their sup-
port of the Society, encourage continued 
patronage, and discuss ways the Society 
can provide greater value to both its 
alumni and its undergraduates. Rather 
than wait for my call or email, I invite 
alumni to reach out to me to provide 
feedback about the sigmaphi.org website, 
to voice ideas about the Society’s educa-
tional benefits, to offer suggestions for 
making a difference and/or to share what 
they’re up to. I thoroughly enjoy connect-
ing with the members of Sigma Phi and 
hope my quest in the day ahead creates 
an indelible, galvanizing benefit for the 
Society.
 Thank you to all Sigs who’ve so openly 
welcomed me, some like “brothers,” and 
all as true and valued friends.

State of the Society: Outsider’s View
by Pete Parker, Alumni & Fundraising Manager      pete.parker@fmgtucson.com

When I was engaged in 2016 to help administer the Society’s alumni and fundraising pro-
grams, I had very little idea what I was about to encounter. Though I had been recognized 
as a 20-year volunteer leader in the fraternal world and had consulted several fraternity 
chapter fundraising campaigns, I suspected that the Sigma Phi Society was different.

Pete Parker,  
Alumni & Fundraising Manager
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Convention Chairs Marshall Solem, 
F’79, and Brendan Provo, F’16, had 
made ample, thoughtful  preparations.  
A welcome reception was hosted by 
the Alpha starting at 3 PM on Thurs-
day, and wandering birds gathered 
throughout the day. Brothers who 
hadn’t been to 106 
North Prospect Street 
in years (decades?) 
beamed as they re-
turned to the Bradley 
house, their fraternal 
home.
 Friday’s formal 
agenda was dotted 
with both business 
and pleasure. Two 
different undergrad-
uate workshops (one 
on leadership and one 
on Sig ritual) and business meetings 
for the Society and the Educational 
Foundation took place concurrently 
 at the University of Wisconsin  
Business School. Later, the Alpha  
hosted a barbecue dinner. Dinner  
was followed by the Society’s annual 
Hicks Oratorical Contest (see related 
story) and a conclave which ranked 
among the largest and most enthusias-
tic ever! The initiation years represent-
ed at that late night event went  
as far back as 1951.  Society Chairman 
Brendan McCurdy, H’80, presided 
masterfully.

This year’s convention was 
held on the shores of Lake 

Mendota and hosted by 
the Alpha of Wisconsin.  

Madison’s turn as host was 
no accident; the year coin-
cided with the 110th year 

of the Wisconsin Alpha, and 
convention-goers toasted 

the Wisconsin chapter’s 
longevity and the Society’s 

enduring mission, alike.
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IN MADISON

 2018CONVENTION

 Saturday began with the Annual 
Meeting of the Members at 9 AM.  
Alumni and actives gathered once again 
in the U-W Business School to hear 
of the Society’s progress and to enjoy 
individual reports from each chapter.
 The afternoon was open for any 

number of free time 
events.  An  
architectural tour,  
a campus tour  
and tour of the State 
Capitol were ar-
ranged by our hosts.  
Unsurprisingly, State 
Street was a favorite 
destination for  
a number of wan-
dering birds.  
 The highlight of 
convention weekend 

is typically the banquet on Satur-
day night, and this one was  superb. 
Venued in the Garden Atrium of the 
splendid, circa-2010 Discovery Center 
on campus, it was emceed expertly by 
Dick Davies, F’75, and featured all of 
the trappings you’d expect of a grand  
Sig reunion: a great menu; a genteel 
atmosphere for conversation and  
sharing and an agenda which truly  
celebrated Sigma Phi.  Keynote  
remarks were shared by Bill Cohen, 
F’90, who described the universal  
importance of our communities and 
our connections and explained  

Convention 2018 featured 

all of the trappings you’d 

expect of a grand Sig 

reunion: a great menu; a 

genteel atmosphere for 

conversation and sharing 

and an agenda which truly 

celebrated Sigma Phi. 
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how Sigma Phi had provided those  
in abundance in his own life, in 
particular as he worked to protect US 
troops in the Middle East. Banquet 
attendees were taken by his heartfelt 
story and had no trouble relating.
 The senior Sig in attendance  
that evening was Tom Jones, F’42.  
Tom was followed closely by Tony 
Bryant, C’49, Jack Harned, F’51, 
Owen Perry, C’52, Earl Carrier, F’53 
and Tom Zilavy, F’56.  (Brother  
Carrier also earned the mythical  
‘Distance Award’ for most miles  
traveled by an alumnus to the  
convention, having flown from his  
home in Sun City, Arizona.)
 When the traditional Benedict 
Toast was offered by Kurt Haigis, 
V’73, alumni, undergrads, wives  
and friends rose to their feet and 
raised their glasses.  135 voices at 
the Discovery Center joined in  
singing ‘Sigma Phi Ter Inclyta.’  With 
those closing salutes, the 2018  
convention banquet drew to its  
close.  But the bright memories and 
the warm Sig connections made  
during that wonderful weekend 
on the shores of Lake Mendota  
will live long:  perhaps even  
“4000 years hence.”
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Four of us from the Alpha of 
Michigan left for convention on a 
Thursday evening, just after class, 
with a healthy mix of trepida-
tion and excitement. Gunning it 
westward down the interstate, we 
spun speculative tales of the di-
verse band of brothers we would 
soon parlay with. Any fears were 
assuaged later that night when 
we found the Bradley House in 
Madison full of Sigs delighted to 
make our acquaintance, perhaps 
offering more mirth than our wea-
ry selves could take at the time. 
These Badger actives in  
particular were guilty of such 
stellar hospitality: Sean Benedict, 
Brendan Provo and Hadi  
Hashemi.  A warm ‘thank you’, 
brothers, for making our late  
night landfall such a sweet one! 
 Waking next morning, how-
ever, the magnitude of the past 
night’s activities was seated firmly 
on our chest. We undergraduates 
managed to shove some break-
fast down and schlep ourselves 
to the Business School by 9am 
(How, I will never know…) to 
find ourselves seated at a long, 
u-shaped table in a room of un-

familiar faces. This was, of course, 
the convention’s Undergraduate 
Workshop; we spent the next few 
hours getting to know each other, 
sharing experiences, and - impor-
tantly - talking Sigma Phi. 

 Our morning facilitator was 
Mr. Bobby Kunstman, Director of 
Student Life at the University of 
North Carolina. While he was not a 
Sig, the conversations he stimu-
lated between us undergraduates 
inevitably had a distinct and fa-
miliar focus: our Sigma Phi houses 
and the communities that make 
them up. It was beyond gratifying 
to hear stories of challenge and 
struggle from other chapters which 
echoed my own experiences at 
the Alpha of Michigan. It was like 
we were a room of old friends that 
simply didn’t realize it yet. It felt 
preternatural that we could spend 
such a comfortable time together 
discussing our own attributes and 
experiences as leaders, having 
not known each other even that 
morning. And of course, in true 
Sig fashion, we got into a little 
mischief on our lunch break…

 For me, the afternoon session 
was the meat of the workshop.   
It was a thoughtful dialogue led by 
Michigan’s own Mike Imirie, M’69, 
on the importance of Sig ritual.  I 
must admit, this session was a real 
treat. After Brother Imirie set the 
stage via a look at our country in 
1827 and an introduction to  
our four founders, we actives as  
a group read through key and  
supplemental Sigma Phi texts.  
We reflected on the intentions 
of Sigma Phi’s founders and on 
the Society’s place in a quickly 
changing world. He drilled into 
us the importance of living with 
our ritual: becoming very familiar 
with meanings and with mem-
bership obligations and letting 
them become co-creators of our 
own Sigma Phi experience.  Like 
so many of the places created at 
Convention 2018, this was a  
room where Friendship, Love,  
and Truth flowed freely. 
 Conversations which began 
in the Undergraduate Workshop 
were continued throughout the 
weekend and are sure to stick with 
me long after I am finished writing 
this piece. Special love goes out to 
Whit Denton T’17 and Nick Scott-
Hearn T’17 from UNC, Jackson 
Gray I’17 and Vince Donato from 
UC Berkeley, and of course, all the 
previously-mentioned Sigs from 
Wisconsin.
 The Undergraduate Workshop 
surely made a positive contribu-
tion to a more unified Sigma Phi, 
underscoring for all of us the  
communion which takes place 
when undergraduate chapters  
can develop and maintain strong 
bonds with their peers.
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by Alec Below, M'16      abelow@umich.edu

  

Convention 2018: Being There

"Some of our discussions  

included our Sigma Phi  

houses and the communities  

that make them up. It was  

beyond gratifying to hear stories 

of challenge and struggle  

from other chapters which  

echoed my own experiences  

at the Alpha of Michigan." 

Alec Below, M'16

Sigma Phi  flame
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Undergrads from seven chapters were on hand for 
Convention 2018 in Madison.  How did they react? 
What did they take away?  Read on….

“When I was pledging the Sigma Phi, my chapter was 
fortunate enough to host the annual convention.  
Ever since then, I have been envious of those lucky 
enough to have attended. So, as a senior, I jumped 
at the opportunity to visit the Alpha of Wisconsin 
for Convention this year. I could not have asked for 
a better experience. I got to reunite with brothers 
that I have only met a handful of times; I got to meet 
brothers from states I can only dream of visiting. I am 
most thankful for the opportunity to form bonds with 
the people I am honored to call brothers. It matters 
not if and when I get to see these fine gentlemen 
again, as the bonds have already been firmly tied.  
It all boils down to this: few people have the  
opportunity to share this bond. Let’s not waste it.”    
- Cameron Cyker, U’16   cykerc@union.edu   

“My overwhelming takeaway from the convention was how fantastic it felt to be in an  
unfamiliar place with such a warm, sustained welcome. When we arrived at the Wisconsin 
Sigma Phi house  at 1am, we were weary from the road, thinking we might just stop in  
before going to the hotel. However, we were met with open arms by the actives at  
Wisconsin, who proceeded to give us ample hospitality and a Bradley house tour. Their 
company was ambrosia on our cracked lips. I don’t think we got to bed until 4:30 that night.”  
- Alec Below, M’16   abelow@umich.edu

“(ref: Friday’s ritual workshop) As a historian, I loved to read the Society’s Charge for both 
its historical nature and as a living document. I am particularly interested in how ideologies 
are built. Ritual is critical to ideology. Ritual is a structural way to create, pass down, and be 
reminded of the way we perceive our place in the world, in our communities, in our institu-
tions and in societies like our own Sigma Phi.  Ideology is the lens through which we see the 
world, and Sigma Phi’s rituals certainly create a shared lens through which we see ourselves 
in Sigma Phi and in the larger world.”  - W. Bryson Penley, T’17   brysonpenley@gmail.com

“At Convention ‘18 I was blown away to feel all the similarities between myself and active brothers from other chapters, most of whom I’d never before met. 
As a second time convention attendee (I was on hand in 2017 in Virginia), I was expecting an experience similar to last year, where very different experiences 
and viewpoints were all too evident. This year, however, I discovered my previous reaction may have been a bit too hasty. In Madison, I found that we all had 
what I’ll call uniting qualities, intangible for the most part, that made us quite similar as Sigs. Despite differences in politics, we were able to find common 
ground. For instance, my chapter is promoting discussion of women as full Sig members. Although it is a highly contentious matter, no one I spoke with shied 
away from this topic.  Instead, we were able to talk about it civilly as we looked for common ground. In the face of such a contentious exploration, both sides 
saw that - despite our different views - we are cut from one cloth as Sigma Phi brothers.”  - Jackson Gray, I’17   jacksoncharlesgray@gmail.com

“At Convention 2018 in September, the power of our 
rituals was made clear to me. Engaging in a conclave with 
a number of different chapters and hearing the ages-old 
meaning behind it was nothing short of powerful. As a 
freshman I was skeptical of the idea of fraternity rituals. 
After all, there’s no purely utilitarian value to ritual. When 
one looks at it with a purely objective, empirical eye, it 
might seem silly. But looking at things in a purely utilitarian 
fashion is a sad and boring way to go through life. There is 
a certain richness added to the relationships in Sigma Phi 
through ritual. The purposes of our Society are presented 
and deepened. Joining a focused discussion about the im-
portance of the Sigma Phi charge, and of ritual in general, 
elucidated this wonderfully for me. Our rituals connect us 
to a Thrice Illustrious Society that extends far back before 
the Civil War, and (with hope) which will stretch beyond 
the farthest reaches of time. That importance - that special 
beauty - of our fraternal rituals was perhaps the most im-
portant lesson I learned from convention. I will not forget 
it.”  - Whit Denton, T’17   whitdenton98@gmail.com

“I was truly inspired and overjoyed at Convention.  The non-stop discussions 
among the chapters were very successful in connecting us all.  After having 
powerful workshop conversations about the Society, my brothers and I had an 
incredible time at the Bradley house and the greater Madison area.  The Hicks 
Oratorical contest was captivating; all seven participants shared their hearts and 
gave very strong speeches.”  - Vince Donato, I’16   vincedt@gmail.com

“I had no idea what to expect at Convention in Madison. I was excited to be able 
to represent the Alpha of Michigan, though, and be immersed for the first time 
in Sigma Phi as a national entity. To my surprise, I was overwhelmed by the com-
munity which suddenly emerged through our common identity as Sigs. Though 
hesitant at the beginning, by the end of the weekend, my pride grew exponentially 
to be a part of Sigma Phi as I created new relationships with my brothers from 
across the country. I was inspired by Convention to pursue a higher role in Sigma 
Phi. I’m excited to be back in Ann Arbor and eager to help this house be more 
present with other chapters.  I’m working to build our relations with other chap-
ters, particularly UW-Madison since it is our closest Sig neighbor. We have already 
begun planning our pledge rolls at each other’s chapter and we expect to attend 
each other’s initiations.” - Adriano Macciocchi, M’18   adrianom@umich.edu

Undergrads from seven chapters were on hand for Convention 2018 in Madison.  How did they react? What did they take away?  Read on….

CONVENTION 2018: UNDERGRAD TAKEAWAYS
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“The cradle rocks above an abyss, 
and common sense tells us that 
our existence is but a brief crack 
of light between two eternities of 
darkness.” Thus begins Vladimir 
Nabokov’s autobiography, Speak, 
Memory, a masterpiece of its genre. 
It’s a great quote, replete with all 
of that Nabokovian suppleness of 
prose that makes the old An-
glo-Russian writer such a gas to 
read. But beyond that sentence’s 
poetry, what’s ol’ Vlad really saying?
 Allow me to talk about jokes for 
a moment. I am a bit of a jokester 
- a class clown, if you will - and 
jokes are my bread and butter.  So, 
please, humor me.  When you tell 
a joke, its merit is measured by its 
inexplicability. It is a time-honored 
rule of comedy that, if a joke need 
be explained, it is a dud, a stinker, 

a veritable….bad joke. To sum up 
the joke is to lose its meaning. 
When you try to talk about a joke 
as a whole, it crumbles.
 Sigma Phi is like that, too. 
Individual memories - single strips 
of celluloid from the film of our 
Sig experiences - can be analyzed 
and enjoyed, of course. But when 
we try to sum the whole thing up, 
when we succumb to the alluring 
pseudoscience of generalization, 
we come up empty-handed. The 
meaning is elusive.
  Nabokov would insist that that 
is because there is none. He would 
say there is no meaning in Sigma 
Phi. There is no meaning in life. 
There is no Aesop-like moral tied 
neatly at the end of it. No overarch-
ing message.  Not really.
  Our experience in this fraternity, 
in our lives, are like trees falling 
silently, ever silently, in a forest. 
Nabokov’s crack of light will soon 
be swallowed up by impending 
darkness. Ours will as well. So, 
what? There’s no meaning, so 
shouldn’t we all give into hedonism, 
get wasted until our brains bleed, 
eat until our intestines burst upon 
the floor? 
 Maybe not. The fact is that we 
go through life alone, imprisoned 
in our bodies, and hope against all 

hope that for a few transcendent 
moments we will feel something 
like love. We crave connection. 
When you strip away all the 
accoutrements, the parties and 
pledging, the fraternal bells and 
whistles, what you are left with is 
the “ineffable richness” Elihu Root 
wrote about so long ago. That is 
the beautiful and the essentially 
ungraspable. That is it.  It is what 
makes a joke funny, and it is what 
makes our meaningless lives just a 
tad bit more liveable. That is Sigma 
Phi.  Love.  Connection.  That’s FLT!
 So, my brothers, I urge you to 
remember this. Our fraternity is first 
and foremost about love. It is about 
making our infinitesimal cracks of 
light just that much brighter. As we 
move towards Sigma Phi’s 200th 
year of existence, let us make that 
existence, meaningless though it 
may be, all the more livable and 
kind and full of love as we possibly 
can. Let us give this fraternal gift to 
all that need it: men, women, black, 
white, hispanic, Asian, gay, straight, 
and beyond…and beyond…and 
beyond.
 Let us not be selfish with our 
love. Instead, let us make this life  
a little less lonely for everyone.
 
Esto Perpetua.  And thank you.  

by Whit Denton, T'17      whitdenton98@gmail.com

  

Hicks Oratory
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(The 2018 Hicks Oratorical Contest was a keystone convention event.  Participants and convention-goers alike en-
joyed the opportunity to be reminded of the generosity and vision of Oliver Hewlett Hicks, V’1869, and of the legacy he 
created so long ago.  Seven undergraduates representing four different chapters took part, wearing their hearts on the 
sleeves as they waxed eloquent about Sigma Phi. Two of those brothers were “Hicks alumni”, having taken part in the 
2017 Oratory, as well!  Three alumni judges deliberated immediately afterwards, formally evaluating all seven speeches 
for originality, content and delivery. Whit Denton, T’17, earned distinction as the winner of this year’s contest.)

Whit Denton, T'17
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join a fraternity. I can’t speak for other 
chapters, but the California chapter has 
a history of being a bit unconventional... 
On the whole, Sigma Phi has never been 
quite like Berkeley’s other frats.  We’re 
the oldest standing social fraternity in the 
country, after all; it might be that they 
all represent sad attempts to be us.  And 
I don’t say this simply with some sort 
of empty self-importance. Truly, there’s 
something to the way we do things. Only 
9 chapters means I can name a few peo-
ple I know from each. As far as member-
ship goes, 20 really is ideal. And there’s 
something strange - a kinship, if you will 
- I often feel while chatting with brothers 
I’ve never met. Yes.  There’s something 
indescribable that makes us Sigs.
 But while our Society may be differ-
ent, it seems we’re still tethered to the 
others. When I joined Sigma Phi, I didn’t 
join the IFC or the “fraternal community” 
or anything like that.  Instead, I joined a 
family that I knew would take care of me, 
and I it, for the rest of my life. And when I 
become a part of something like that, you 
better believe I’ll do all I can to improve it.
 While I don’t in any way intend this 
article as a political statement, I’m sure 
it’s common knowledge throughout the 
Society that our chapter once  
attempted to extend Sig membership to a 
female pledge. I mention it now because 
in many ways that debate has been a 
central part of my experience in the 
Sigma Phi. There is much to be said about 
the way that drama has unfolded and the 
regrets we actives have in the way we 
handled it. But while our sin might have 
been recklessness, haste, or even deceit, 
it is the humble opinion of this brother 
that considering our actions unsigly or 
blasphemous is an unfair judgement of 
our intentions.
 What I’d like to see is a co-ed  
conversation not centered around 

accusations or schemed up by support-
ers of either side, but one in which Sigs 
everywhere are able to speak openly and 
respectfully. This shouldn’t be a case of 
idealistic youngsters trying to maliciously 
topple the establishment. What’s needed, 
instead, is a real look at what we mean 
when we say “Lead or Die.” We have no 
need to go the way of the other fraterni-
ties. We can party and feel brotherly love 
and discuss all the most important issues 
in our own Sigly way, as we have from the 
start. No group or set of opinions should 
be able to keep that from happening and 
we surely don’t wish to.
 My apologies for the impassioned 
speech. As you can tell, we make good 
use of our soapboxes here at the Alpha.
 In closing, I am struck that there have 
been countless Sigs over the years who 
have given much of their life to this Soci-
ety. My editor for this article, Mike Imirie, 
M’69, comes to mind (I hope he’ll allow 
me to say that). So do illustrious alumni 
brothers from my chapter such as Gregor 
Nelson, I’76, Tim Moran, I’76 and Dave 
Munroe, I’86.  In the tradition of this sort 
of devoted and dynamic membership, we 
Berkeley actives consider ourselves not 
only stewards of the historical landmark 
we live in, but also a link between our 
generation of Sigma Phi members and 
countless others yet to come. 
 It’s true that we take this all seriously, 
but we also know how to have fun with 
it. On top of all that, we don’t get much 
cross-chapter socialization out here in 
distant California. So, pay us a visit or give 
us a call; we’re always excited to meet 
fellow brothers in the bonds.
 Thank you for allowing me to under-
score (harp on?) the love I have for this 
Society. I hope all who read this have 
been well. In keeping with a refrain from  
a certain Sig song, “Here’s lots of joys to 
the jolly boys of the jolly Sigma Phi!”

At the Alpha of 
California, we 
take our Sigma 
Phi business 
quite seriously. 
We snicker every 
time the words 
“little” or “fairy” 
are overheard 
and say “hmmm” 

whenever we pass a masonic lodge. We 
end completely unrelated conversations 
with “lead or die.” A friend of mine who 
finished pledging 3 semesters ago told 
me he still practices the Sigma Phi songs 
on his way to class. Our house political 
alliances have more nuance than the ones 
in the US Congress, and are just about as 
vicious, too.
 The Thorsen House in Berkeley, 
California, is many things to many people. 
To the architecture enthusiasts to whom 
we give tours once or twice a week, it’s 
a piece of history. To the students of UC 
Berkeley, it’s either “the pretty wooden 
house on the corner of campus” or “the 
only frat that throws parties where you 
don’t have to watch out for sticky floors, 
lousy music, or unwanted sexual advanc-
es.” To the many living alumni who once 
called it home, 2307 Piedmont is the 
backdrop for their “sunny days of youth” 
and surely provided the first introduction 
to our deathless band.
 To us actives, it’s the be-all and end-all 
of our lives right now. It’s not an exagger-
ation to say that most of us have no col-
lege friends who we didn’t meet through 
this house. Call us loners, but really we 
just get all the friendship, love, and truth 
we need from each other. It’s not always 
pleasant to be so fully entrenched in one 
community, but, for the most part, it’s 
totally worth it.
 I came into the house, as most of 
us at the Alpha do, never expecting to 

Jackson Gray, I'17

by Jackson Gray, I’17      jacksoncharlesgray@gmail.com

  

Taking Sig Business Seriously
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Son of Wisconsin Founder Attends 
Convention 2018 in Madion

Tony Bryant, C’49 (L) and  
Owen Perry, C’52
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It was great to be a part of Con-
vention 2018 in Madison, and to 
likewise celebrate the 110th Anni-
versary of the Alpha of Wisconsin. 
I was at Saturday’s banquet with a 
lifelong friend, Tony Bryant, C’49.  
Tony was my big brother back 
in Ithaca when I became a Sig.  I 
remember him pinning my badge 
on me when I initiated in 1952.  
 It was great to be a part of Con-
vention 2018 in Madison, and to 
likewise celebrate the 110th Anni-
versary of the Alpha of Wisconsin. 
I was at Saturday’s banquet with a 
lifelong friend, Tony Bryant, C’49.  
Tony was my big brother back 
in Ithaca when I became a Sig.  I 
remember him pinning my badge 
on me when I initiated in 1952.  
 It happens that Tony’s father 
was a Sig, too.  In fact, Henry 
Bryant, C’1900, was one of the 
original ten founders of the Alpha 
of Wisconsin back in 1908. The 
legacy of Sigma Phi goes deep 

in the Bryant family. Tony Bryant 
C’49 is younger brother of Brate 
Bryant, C’47 and nephew of John 
Jay Bryant, Jr. C’95 and cousin of 
Charles Ogden, C’37 and Floyd 
Mundy, Jr. C’23.  (At the same  
time, Owen’s family has deep Sig 
roots:  Owen’s younger brother is So-
ciety Chairman Emeritus, Grey Perry, 
C’56 and his nephew is  
Geoff Perry, C’82.  - Ed)  
 While Tony and I were enjoying 
the Wisconsin chapter’s remark-
able, 110 year longevity, the Dis-
covery Center’s excellent hospitali-
ty, the evening’s speeches and the 
Sig singing, he and I also celebrat-
ed the remarkable interest and 
support that so many Sigs and Sig 
families have demonstrated over 
the years.  As we enjoyed what 
the Wisconsin chapter’s founders 
started way back in 1908, it was 
excellent to be reminded of the 
family that Sigma Phi has repre-
sented for all of us over the years.  

 Had the senior Bryant looked 
down on us celebrating Sigs from 
his perch in Heaven, I suspect that 
Henry would have been very proud 
of what he and nine other stalwart 
men started 110 years ago on the 
shores of Lake Mendota.

by Owen Perry, C’52     operry444@gmail.com
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Put A Ring On It… Class rings have long been excellent jewelry 
choices for displaying college pride.  Occasionally, Sigs with class rings 
decide to add pride in Sigma Phi to their rings, too.  At Convention 2018, 
Bob Shages, U’69 (top), and Mike Imirie, M’69, were both wearing their 
class rings….and encrusted Sig pride was on display for all to see!  
(Image 1)

CONVENTION HABERDASHERY

Finest Sig Neckwear… as demonstrated at the Convention banquet 
by Jim Hansen, V’80, Eric Koch, F’83 and Owen Perry, C’52. 
(Image 2)

1
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Convention 2019

2

 

Hospital Hello (L to R): Sam Moore, F’70, Chuck Heisinger, F’76, 
Rob Oeflein, F’69, Pierce Oeflein, I’16, and - basking in all the 

Sigly attention - Rex Jones, F’72.

Convention memories can be made in the most 
unexpected places!  Rex Jones, F’72, long time 
alumni stalwart to the Alpha of Wisconsin, had 
surgery at U-W hospital the Wednesday before 
convention.  He would need to recuperate at the 
hospital for four or five days afterwards.  Rex was 
disappointed with that timing, as were countless 
wandering birds who wanted to reconnect with 
that gentleman.  No matter!  Numerous Sig visits 
were made to the hospital that weekend, and mini-
reunions took place on the fifth floor. In this photo, 
Sam Moore, F’70, Chuck Heisinger, F’76, Rob 
Oeflein, F’69 and Pierce Oeflein, I’16, took a few 
moments to encourage Rex about the importance  
of being brave and aging gracefully.

Hospital Reunion
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he was having none of it. I knew that 
joining a fraternity is a personal choice 
and selecting the right one even more 
personal, so I left it at that.
 Later that fall, Pierce informed me 
that he had attended a party at the 
house, enjoyed the brothers, and had 
decided to pledge. YES!  In fact, Pierce 
became my brother in 2013.
 His years in the Berkeley house 
were a source of many special times 
for us together. Many of his brothers 
became like additional sons to me.  
 I am fortunate to have been able to 
get to know them and share in some 
of their life experiences. 
 So, when the opportunity came 
to return to the Bradley house for 
this year’s convention in Madison, I 
was elated when Pierce agreed to join 
me. After all, I could return the favor, 
introducing him to many of the brothers 
who lived in the house with me in the 
late 1960’s and early 1970’s. 
 My time spent at Convention 2018 
was invigorating. It was emotional. I was 
able to reconnect with so many good 
friends, share our stories with my son 
and meet many new friends as well.

Thank you, Sigma Phi

I finished splitting and stacking my  
firewood for the season today and had 
just signed into my email for the first 
time in a while (I try to check it at least 
once a week) where I discovered a 
string of escalating messages from the 
esteemed Mike Imirie, M’69.  Our editor 
was exhorting me to send in the draft of 
the Flame article I had agreed to create 
so that he could stop twisting my arm. 
I was honored to be commissioned to 
create a piece for publication. I think he 
wanted something along the lines of ‘an 
aging Sig returning to his roots in the 
illustrious bonds’, and so I will comply, 
but first…a diversion. 
 In 2012 I accompanied my oldest son, 
Pierce, to Berkeley to begin his college 
experience during the summer session. It 
was not my first time on that California 
campus. In 1989, in fact, I had attended 
the Sigma Phi Convention there along 
with several of my Wisconsin brothers. 
I was enthralled with the architecture 
of the Thorsen house and thoroughly 
enjoyed the hospitality and brotherhood 
demonstrated by the chapter.
 I walked Pierce by the house and of-
fered to see if we could obtain a tour, but 

 For me, one of the weekend’s best 
highlights was the Hick’s Oratory com-
petition. The heartfelt thoughts and 
ideas expressed by the seven under-
graduate speakers Friday night were in-
spiring and uplifting. I was proud to be 
a part of the enthusiastic audience…..
and relieved that I was not a judge!
 Perhaps the weekend’s most 
enlightening moment occurred when 
I was reading a circa-1932 letter from 
Elihu Root framed in the dining room 
of Madison’s Sigma Phi Place. As I 
read Brother Root’s words, I realized 
that what the Society has given me is 
beyond - far beyond - any monetary
value. So many great men have gone 
before me in Sigma Phi, experiencing
the wonder and joy of Friendship, Love 
and Truth. That special joy continues 
today. We Sigs are all part of a chain - 
a continuum - that binds 
us to these three core 
principles and to each

other. I hope and pray that our Society 
will truly be perpetual, despite the 
many challenges facing her today, for 
Sigma Phi teaches timeless values and 
molds us into better men.
 So, I encourage you to get to a 
chapter and make your presence known 
to the actives. Attend a convention, and 
reconnect with your brothers. Reach 
out to a brother and say hello. Using 
whatever means and occasions you can, 
help to keep our Thrice Illustrious flame 
burning bright.

ESTO PERPETUA.

Rob Oeflein, F’69 and son Pierce Oeflein, I’16

by Rob Oeflein, F'69     

"So many great men have  
gone before me in Sigma Phi, 

experiencing the wonder  
and joy of Friendship, Love 
and Truth. That special joy 

continues today."



  D EC E M B E R  2 0 1 8     | 19 

Sigma Phi  flame

 
 
 

 

These deaths have been reported to the Society since publication of the July, 2018 ‘Flame’.

Abbe, T. Waldo U’26 .............................6/12/1997

Adams, Clark N. I’54 ............................... 8/3/2016

Armstrong, Marshall T. G’35 ............ 10/22/2013

Bjornlund, Eric W’47 ............................4/13/2018

Boychuk Jr, Benjamin U’53 ................... 6/6/2017

Bricker, James H. L’38 ...........................1/13/2013

Brough, John M. I’53 .............................. 7/2/2018

Bunn, George H. F’44 ..........................4/21/2013

Chapin Jr., William A. V’47 .................... 1/3/2016

Clark, Laurence S. G’58 ........................4/18/2015

Cole, F. Crunden W’41 .........................8/13/2006

Crawford, David M. C’35 .....................8/28/2016

Crim, John W. M’43 ..............................1/26/2013

Delzell, Robert O. F’42 ........................... 8/8/2012

Eselstyn, Thomas C. G’31 ....................9/17/2008

Franham, Jr, Roswell V’37 ...................... 3/1/2015

Farrell, Sanford W. M’35 ................... 11/14/2006

Faulkner, Dean H. W’38 ........................ 9/5/2012

Fazen, Louis Edward F’34 ................. 11/30/2013

Fellows, David S. F’52 ..........................1/14/2018

Ferguson III, Charles W. M’46 ............9/12/1995

Ferguson III, James Larnard H’47 ......9/28/2016

Finlayson, J. Stuart M’46 .....................3/14/2009

Fitch, Charles Grant F’50 ....................4/24/2013

Gallup, Andrew Y. V’42 ...................... 12/29/1993

Gentile, Anthony M. L’78 .....................7/28/2014

Gillies, Bruce G.  U’41 ............................ 5/4/2017

Heaton, William Stearns V’27 ............... 1/1/2006

Hoag, James R. I’46 ...............................3/14/2009

Hooker, Enoch Ensley C’38 .................1/30/2011

Hubbard, David M. S’60 ........................ 3/9/2018

Hughes, Samuel W. W’51....................7/10/2017

Kinkel, Jr, Edward G. G’44 ..................... 7/6/2007

Lipscomb III, William H. S’62 ........... 10/28/2018

MacAulay, Edward C. I’47 ..................... 9/7/2016

MacFayden, John A Jr. W’42 ................. 9/1/2012

MacSherry, Richard Rollin L’37 ........ 10/12/2017

McTamney, Jr, John G’46 .....................7/19/2016

Meek, John Sawyers F’38 ....................1/15/2004

Minor II, William P. U’60 ................... 11/10/2017

Mundt, Allen V. M’41............................3/20/2018

Palmer, Jack G. G’39 .............................8/18/2007

Pope, Robert B. F’52 ............................6/15/2008

Potter, Donald B. W’42 ........................1/20/2015

Pyle Jr, Wellden V’43 .............................. 7/2/2005

Raymond, Philip H. V’16 ........................ 1/1/1982

Roen, George I. M’52 ............................. 6/5/2018

Shaffer, Richard W. L’52 .......................1/15/2018

Slaton, Mark T. L’76 ............................ 12/27/2015

Smith Jr, Heber H. I’43 .........................9/19/2017

Stahl, Robert E. L’54 ..............................4/22/2017

Strand, Roger G. H’52 ............................ 9/7/2017

Turman, L. Julius M’84 .........................5/13/2018

Unger, Theodore H. M’43 ...................12/1/2017

VanDerVeer, Lindsley D. L’39 .............4/27/2014

Volkman, Alvin U’45..............................4/11/2018

Walker, Jr, John M. C’24 ........................ 1/1/1983

Wentz, James L’19.................................3/21/1989

Wittner, Kenneth H. W’61 .................... 6/9/2018

 
 

Sigma          Phi

The 'Sigma Phi Flame' is 
published twice yearly by 
the Sigma Phi Society. Please 
direct all inquiries, sugges-
tions, photos and changes 
of address to the Sigma Phi 
National Headquarters,  
P.O. Box 57417, Tucson,  
AZ 85732-7417.

Editor: Mike Imirie, M'69 
mimirie@aol.com

Sigma Phi Home Page: 
www.sigmaphi.org

…to the following Sigs for 
their articles, information or 
encouragement supporting this 
issue of the ‘Flame’:  Alec Below, 
M’16, Bill Cohen, F’90, Vilassa 
Campbell, V’01, Whit Denton, 
T’17, J.P. Elmblad, U’17, Jackson 
Gray, I’17, Christy Lambden, T’11; 
Dave McCracken, M’51, Rob 
Oeflein, F’69, Owen Perry, C’52 & 
Jack Romaine, L’90.  Special thanks 
must certainly go to Scott Hekel, 
F’96, Riley Kalsbeek, F’17, and  
Patti Solem, FSS’93, for their 
tireless camera work.    

 Every written contribution  
as well as every recommendation 
for a story from any Sig is warmly  
welcomed.  Each adds immeasurably  
to any issue of our ‘Flame’. There 
is no substitute for hearing the 
voices of Sigs on the pages of Sig 
periodicals. Thank you!    

 When the time comes that 
you have feedback, suggestions, 
photographs and/or Sig stories to 
share, please contact editor Mike 
Imirie, M’69 (mimirie@aol.com).

KUDOS 
& THANKS
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2019Encouraging You About Dues

As reported during the 2018 General Convention at the Alpha of Wisconsin in  
Madison, the Society’s finances are holding steady this year. However, we still 
need annual dues payments from our undergraduates and alumni to solidify the 
Society’s financial status as we move ahead into 2019.  We have many initiatives 
to implement next year, and we need a strong financial base before we can begin. 
Thanks in advance for your continued support!  
 As 2018 draws to a close, some facets of our remarkable Society remain constant.   
 Brotherhood.  Sharing.  Expanded horizons.  A profound and thankful awareness 
for the remarkable fraternal vision given birth by Brothers Bowie, Bowie, Cromwell 
and Witherspoon 189 years ago.  And - oh, yes - an ongoing need for…your personal 
support. 
 Your dues each year enable the Society’s publishing, training, and expansion ef-
forts.  Without active support from Sig alumni, there’s no progress in those ‘lifeblood’ 
areas, just as there would have been no Sigma Phi at all had the Brothers Bowie, 
Witherspoon and Cromwell not put a brave fraternal stake in the ground in  
Schenectady in 1827. 
 If you haven’t yet responded to your dues letter from Society Chairman Brendan  
McCurdy, H’80, please do so now. 

S

S

by Bob Guthrie, S’86, Society Treasurer     bguts123@sbcglobal.net

Mail your dues check payable to Sigma Phi Society to:  c/o Sigma Phi; P. O. Box 
57417; Tucson, AZ   85732-7417. Or, as always, feel free to make your dues  
payment online at: www.sigmaphi.org 

Esto!

SIGMA PHI SOCIETY
ANNUAL DUES

Make checks payable to the Sigma Phi Society.  
You may also pay online at www.SigmaPhi.org 

❍ $500       ❍ $250      ❍ $100       ❍ other $__________________________ 

Base-level dues:        ❍ $75 (initiated 2006 and earlier)        ❍ $50 (initiated 2007 and later) 

Sigma Phi Permanent Endowment 

❍ My additional gift of $________________ in support of the Sigma Phi Society Permanent Endowment is enclosed. 

Name: _________________________________________________________   E-mail:  ________________________________________________  

Address:  __________________________________________________   City:_______________________      State:______    Zip:_____________

Home Phone: ________________________________    Work: ______________________________    Mobile: ___________________________

Williams Chapter 
Homecoming

Williams Sigs gather each year on  
campus for a reunion.  At the 2018 
Williams Sig Chapter Homecoming on 
November 3, these Sig personalities 
looked particularly handsome: Dave  
Williams, W’61, Richard Tyner W’61, 
Nan Stine (widow of Bob Stine, W’61), 
Denny Blagden W’59 and  
Peter Manus W’62.

 

March 3, 2019 |  Philadelphia, PA  
The Racquet Club of Philadelphia 
215 S 16th St., Philadelphia, PA

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  
National's March 4th Convention 


